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Government by the Constitution, I have endeav- | 
ored to distinguish in my action. Believing these | 
distinctions to exist, and that they are apparent, | 


jt will not be necessary for me to defend myself 
against any charges of seeming inconsistency in 


voting for this appropriation, and such others of 
the same character as may appear necessary and 
proper. 4 

hese estimates (said Mr. M.) are made upon 
the basis of peace, with a prudent foresight, how- 
ever, to any contingencies which await us. It is 
not necessary now to consider or debate our rela- 
tions with other nations. Those relations are in 
a delicate condition at present, but we have aright 
to hope they will not be more seriously disturbed. 
Whether they are so or not, the measure now 
under consideration seems to be required by all 
the motives of prudence and patriotism. 

Mr. EVERETT inquired of the Chair if it 
would be in order to move to strike out the whole 
clause ? 

The CHAIR replied, not at that stage of the bill. 
The motion would be in order after the amend- 
ment had been acted on. 

Mr EVERETT said, if it had been in order 
he should move to strike out the whole appropri- 
ation. There were only four navy-yards at all 
worthy the consideration of the country, viz: 
Charlestown, Massachusetts; Brooklyn, New 
York; Norfolk, Virginia; and Pensacola, Florida; 
but the reasons were especially strong why the 
navy-yard at Portsmouth should be abolished 
altogether. He complained that the statements 
furnished by the Department were not sufficiently 


full so as to enable the great body of the House | 
to judge of the propriety of these appropriations. | 


Gentlemen residing in the immediate vicinity 
might be informed on the subject, but it was im- 
possible for those residing at a distance to judge 
of them with aecuracy. 
the too much discretionary power left to the ex- 


ecutive officers; and instanced the case of an act 
passed by Congress appropriating the sum of | 
$200,000 for building the bridge across the Poto- | 


mac, under which the President of the United 
States had considered himself authorized to make 


a contract for $1,350,000, a contract, the condi- | 


tions of which, if it had gone on, would, in the 
opinion of the most eminent engineers in the 
country, have involved an expenditure upon the 


public Treasury of $4,791,620. This grew out | 


of the neglect of Congress to specify the mode 
of expending the public money. 
Mr. E. declared he should be as careful of the 


on Treasury at this time as he should if the | 
ill to divide the surplus revenue among thie | 


several States were the law of the land—a bill that 
he hoped would pass. 
reasonable appropriation for objects of utility, 
but he hoped the House would not pass these 
large apenpenanens for navy-yards, the utility 
or expediency of which was a matter of very 


great doubt. Understanding his motion would 


not then be in order, he gave notice that he should | 


move it when the proper opportunity arrived. 


Mr. LINCOLN was in favor of the whole bill | 


as it stood, and contended at length for the ne- 
cessity of keeping the navy-yards in a state of 
complete repair, for both in time of war and in 
time of peace they were indispensable. 
an error to sa 
nished to the 
in embracing the ver 

tion, both from the g 
general terms, and from the Commissioners of 
the Navy, in detail. Better authority, better evi- 
dence, could not be adduced. Would any gen- 
tleman in the House, or the gentlemen from 
Tennessee and Kentucky in particular, [Messrs. 
Bert and Harpin,] presume to say that they un- 
derstood the subject better than the head of the 
Navy Department, or the Commissioners of the 
Navy? Mr. L. then referred to the report of the 
Secretary of the Navy and the statements and 
recommendations of the board of commissioners 


12 


that no statements had been fur- 
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|| and he was mistaken if he did not see the lower- 


He further objected to | 


He would go for any | 


It was | 


ouse, for areport had been sent | 
subject under considera- | 
ecretary of the Navy, in | 
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—a body of gentlemen selected as being the best 
qualified in the country, and conversant with the 
subject from their youth. 

The works were proved to be indispensable, 
and the onus was upon the mover of the amend- 
ment to prove that one half the sum proposed in 
the bill would be sufficient for their completion. 

Mr. L. did not believe there would be war, 


on the east and those on the south coast, and 
condemned the whole policy of the Government 
in constructing navy-yards near the large cities. 
There was not a single navy-yard in the country 
but what was defenseless. le was opposed to 
the item under consideration; and said that while 
so large a sum was proposed for Portsmouth 
navy-yard, which was not necessary, Charleston, 
South Carolina, would require at least $250,000, 
, and Pensacola $500,000, to put them in a fit con- 

dition. With regard to war, it was not a war 
| with France—with Louis Phillippe—but it was a 
war on our own public Treasury. 

Mr. CUSHMAN said the navy-yard at Ports- 
mouth was not only one of the oldest in the coun- 
try, but one of the most important for its locality. 
It was approachable at all seasons of the year, 
whieh was not the case of any one yard south of 
the Potomac. Even from four to six weeks in 
the winter, Boston harbor was frozen up, while 
there was not a day in the whole year that ships 
could not enter Portsmouth. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG said, he had made ap- 
plication at the proper Department to ascertain 
whether the appropriations for the yard at Ports- 
mouth were necessary, and had ascertained that 
the estimate submitted by the naval officer of that 
station was $111,000 which the Navy Commis- 

| sioners had reduced to $67,000. 

Mr. JARVIS said that the navy-yard at-Ports- 
mouth had been long in existence and was a very 
important one. In consequence of its situation 
it was to be approached at all seasons of the year. 
|| Efforts had heretofore been made to abolish that 
station, which proved unsuccessful for that very 
| reason. Oneargument made use of against these 
| appropriations was, that gentlemen could not de- 
pend on the estimates submitted by the Depart- 
ments. He thought those estimates were to be 
relied on, because they came through the hands 
| of persons of long experience. In the first place, 
the estimates were submitted by the commanders 
of those stations, who were always old and ex- 
verienced officers, to the Navy Commissioners. 

“hen it was the duty of the commissioners to 
| visit those stations yearly to ascertain whether 
| those estimates were correct, and, if so, to concur 
in them. They were then laid before the See- 
retary of the Navy, and had to pass his inspee- 
tion; and from him they came to the House. 
| Another objection to the appropriation was, that 

there was an unexpended balance in the Treasury. 

Mr. J. said, there must necessarily be a balance 

in the ‘Treasury on the Ist of December, other- 
| wise there would have to be a suspension of oper- 
| ations in the navy-yards between that time and 
the time that our appropriations would be avail- 
able. 

Mr. BELL had, in the first instance, risen to 
propound an inquiry, whether this appropriation 
was necessary or not, without going into the 
general question; for on that he would take the 
very authorities adduced by gentlemen on the 
other side, which went to demonstrate that the 
navy-yard at Portsmouth ought to be abolished 
altogether. He had not got a specific answer to 
his inquiry. But with regard to the general ques- 
tion—the propriety of having seven navy-yards— 
it was generally admitted by competent officers 
that a single station was better. England, with 
her thousand ships of war, had but two naval 
stations; by which means she was enabled to 
concentrate the best talent, and to carry on her 
works with more vigor. He had made the mo- 
tion he had to test the sense of the House, and 

| see whether or not, with a view to a probable con- 
| tingency, they were inclined to dispense with 
| what he believed to be unnecessary buildings. 
| He could not himself conceive them to be neces- 
sary. He could not see the necessity of erecting 
| a timber-shed to preserve the accumulated timber 
| in the yard. But it was not so much into this 
i 


ing cloud dispelled by the President’s recent mes- 
sage. He did not believe war was contemplated 
or anticipated; and the very appropriations now 
asked for justified that conclusion. He believed, 
if war had been apprehended, more direct spe- 
| cific measures would, long ere this, have been || 

recommended. This he believed, too, in view of 
| the admonition of the chairman of the Committee 
| of Ways and Means, [Mr. Camprecene,] yes- 
| terday, that he would put this country into a 
| State of defense. If war should come, Mr. L. | 
| would stand by his country to the last, buthe had | 
| no anticipations of anything but peace at the | 
| present. He hoped the bill would pass without 
| reduction. 

Mr. SMITH replied mainly to the gentleman | 
from Vermont, (Mr. Everett.|] The gentleman 
looked but one way, saying there was no neces- 
| sity for a navy-yard at Portsmuuth, because on 
one side there was, within sixty miles, a navy- 
yard at Charlestown. If the gentleman had 
| turned the other way, his vision would extend 
over three hundred miles of sea-coast, without the 
provision of a dollar for that whole extent, and | 
the whole of which was altogether unprotected 
and without a naval depot. Portsmouth was the 
only depot for all this coast, and was absolutely 
necessary. Objections were raised on the ground 
of economy; but those gentlemen who did so 
could easily satisfy themselves, by referring to 
the estimates and the nature of the works con- 
templated, and see if the proposed outlay was too 
much or not. That the buildings were necessary 
was evidenced by the reports already referred to; 
and the question then arose, whether they should 
be constructed of durable and permanent mate- 
rials, or of those which would be rotten at one 
end before they were completed at the other, like 
many of the works heretofore constructed? Mr. 
S. was ata loss to see any connection between 
this appropriation and a war with France, as 
intimated by the gentleman from Tennessee; but, 
in either case, our public works ought to be kept 
|| in a state of repair. 

Mr. JENIFER thought the estimates of the 
proper Department, sustained as they were by the 
Committee of Ways and Means, were sufficient, 
in the absence of any evidence against their pro- 
priety, to justify him in voting for all these appro- 
priations. He was entirely opposed to the pro- 
posed reduction, whether with reference to war 
or peace, though Mr. J. did not consider war to 
be at all improbable; for the acceptance of the 
mediation of England was so conditional, that no 
one could say what would be the result, though 
he, from his heart, hoped such a crisis would be 
averted. 

Mr. WISE wished to make known a fact of 
which the House was uninformed. A commu- 
nication had been made from the Navy Depart- 
ment to the Committee on Naval Affairs, some 
days or a week ago, recommending a large appro- 
priation, in reference to our present foreign rela- 
tions. That committee had ordered this commu- 
|| nication to be reported to the House; and it would 
\| be done, doubtless, as soon as the chairman had 
|| an opportunity. That communication expressly 
'| stated that when the Secretary of the Navy made 
\| his recommendation at the commencement of the 
'| session for an increase of two frigates and three 
| sloops of war, he made it solely with a view toa 
|| peace establishment. He now recommended an 
|| increase of appropriations to the enormous sum 
|| of $6,337,000. 
|| Mr. W. supported the motion of Mr. Bett, 
| and drew a contrast between the sums expended 
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| inquiry he wished to go,as whether or not some 
part of these large appropriations might not be 
wisely and prudently dispensed with during the 
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principle to every part of this bill, to an amount 
of three or four hundred thousand dollars. Mr. 
B. referred to the unexpended balances, and said it 
appeared that the estimates of the Navy Depart- 
ment had been made without reference to those 
unexpended balances made for the same objects 
last year. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG would inform the gen- 
tleman from ‘Tennessee that, on the first of De- 
cember the whole of the unexpended balance 
remaining on hand was $135,000, the whole of 
which would probably be expended before this 
bill passed both Houses. The argument of the 
gentleman, that only two navy-yards existed in 
Eneland, would, if carried out, create at least 
thirty on our three thousand miles of coast— 
Plymouth and Portsmouth, in England, being 
only one hundred and fifty miles apart. Mr. C. 
agreed with the gentleman from Virginia, that the 
southern coast had been neglected; and he would 
cheerfully go with the gentleman from Florida 
to increase the appropriation for Pensacola. 

Mr. PEARCE, of Rhode Island, then moved 
that the committee rise. 

Agreed to—ayes 83, noes 48. 

The committee accordingly rose, reported pro- 
gress, and asked leave to sit again. 

On motion, the House adjourned. 





SELECT COMMITTEES. 

The following gentlemen compose the commit- 
tee of the House on the subject of the mileage of 
members of Congress: Mr. Rencuer of North 
Carolina, Mr. Farrmecp of Maine, Mr. Dean 
of New Hampshire, Mr. Grennewi of Massa- 
chusetts, Mr. Toucey of Connecticut, Mr. Pearce 
of Rhode Island, Mr. Atten of Vermont, Mr. 
W.K. Futver of New York, Mr. Dickerson 
of New Jersey, Mr. Heisten of Pennsylvania, 
Mr. Miniuican of Delaware, Mr. Jenirer of Ma- 
ryland, Mr. Hopkins of Virginia, Mr. Mannine 
of South Carolina, Mr. Guiascock of Georgia, 
Mr. Unverwoop of Kentucky, Mr. Jounson of 
‘Tennessee, Mr. Wuitrrcesey of Ohio, Mr. Ripv- 
Ley of Louisiana, Mr. Kinnarp of Indiana, Mr. 
Reynoups of Llinots, Mr. Dickson of Missis- 
sippi, Mr. Lyon of Alabama,and Mr. Harrison 
of Missouri. 


—_———_ 


The fellowing gentlemen compose the select 
committee of the House of Representatives, ap- 
pointed under the resolution of Mr. Pinckney, 
on the subject of the abolition of slavery: Mr. 
Pinckney of South Carolina, Mr. Hamer of 
Ohio, Mr. Prerce of New Hampshire, Mr. Har- 
pin of Kentucky, Mr. Jarvis of Maine, Mr. 
Owens of Georgia, Mr. Muu.enpere of Penn- 
sylvania, Mr. Dromeoore of Virginia, and Mr. 
"‘Turritt of New York. 


IN SENATE. 
Tuvrspay, February 11, 1836. 


Mr. TYLER presented the petition of John | 


Broane, asking that the land warrantdue to John 
Allan for his services during the late war may be 
eranted to him. 

On motion by Mr. LEIGH, the petition of the 
heirs of William Sanford, presented at the last 
session, Was again referred to the Committee on 
Revolutionary Claims. 

Mr. LINN presented additional documents in 
support of the claim of Ensign John Baptiste 
Jarvis; which was referred. 

Mr. ROBINSON presented the petition of 
sundry citizens of Champaign county, Illinois, 
praying for the establishment of a new post route; 
which wasreferred to the Committee onthe Post 
Office and Post Roads. 

Mr. CLAYTON presented the petition of 
James Brobson, late marshal of the district of 
Delaware, praying for the passage of a law au- 
thorizing the Secretary of the ‘Treasury to settle 
his accounts on the principles of equity; which 
was referred to the Commitice on the Judiciary. 

REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 

Mr. ROBBINS, from the Committee on Naval 
Afiairs, to which the petitions on the subject had 
been referred, reported a bill to compensate the 
widows of Commodore Preble and of Stephen 


, adopted by the Senate. 
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present year. He intended to apply the same i Decatur, and the widows and children of the 


officers and seamen who served under them, for 
the destruction of the frigate Philadelphia in the 


harbor of Tripoli; which was read, and ordered | 


to a second reading. 
Mr SOUTHARD, from the Committee on Naval 
Affairs, to which had been referred the memorial 


of Melancthon T. Woolsey, reported a bill for | 


his relief; which was read, and ordered to a second 
reading. 


RESOLUTIONS. 
Mr. TOMLINSON, by unanimous consent, 


submitted the following resolution; which was _ 


considered and agreed to: 


Resolved, That the Secretary of the Navy be directed to 
communicate to the Senate a report of the topographical 
survey and the soundings of Bridgeport harbor, made by 


the officers employed under his direction in executing the | 


coast survey during last session. 


Mr. ROBINSON submitted the following res- | 


olution; which was considered and agreed to: 


Resolved, That the Committee on the Publie Lands be 
instructed to inquire into the propriety of authorizing the 
executors of James O’Hara, deceased, to locate certain 


lands confirmed to him by the Governor of Indiana Territory. | 


Mr. BLACK submitted the following resolu- 
tion; which was also considered and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of making an ap- 
propriation for the building of a court-house for the accom- 


modation of the courts of the United States in the district | 


of Mississippi. 


Mr. EWING, of Ohio, submitted the following 


resolution; which was considered and laid on the 
table: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be directed 
to inform the Senate whether he has construed the act of 
Congress of the 29:h of May, 1830, entitled ** An act to grant 
preemption rights to actual setilers,’? and an act of June 
19, L834, to revive said act, so as to authorize or recognize 
as lawful assignments of such claims made before the issu- 
ing of the patents, and if he have,that he communicate 


to the Senate any legal opinion or authority, on file in the 


Department, warranting such construction. 


Mr. KING, of Alabama, submitted the follow- | 


ing resolution; which lies on the table one day: 


Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and | 


Post Koads be instructed to inquire into the expediency of 
establishing a post route from Columbus, Georgia, via 
Chamber's Court-House, Randolph Court-House, Benton 
Court-House, to Huntsville, Alabama; also, a route from 
Wetumpka, Alabama, via Chambers’s Court-House, to La 
Grange, Georgia, thence to Milledgeville. 

Mr. DAVIS, on leave, introduced a joint reso- 
lution, authorizing the Secretary of War to receive 
additional evidence in support of the claims of 
the State of Massachusetts for services, disburse- 
ments, and expenditures during the late war with 
Great Britain; which was read twice, and referred 
to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

THE ARMY. 

The resolutions submitted some days since by 
Mr. Tipron—the first directing the Committee on 
Military Affairs to inquire how far the Army of 
the United States, as at present constituted, was 
sufficient for the protection of the frontiers and to 
garrison the forts of the United States; and the 
second directing an inquiry, whether the pay and 
emoluments of the officers of the Army wasa suf- 
ficient remuneration for the duties performed by 
them—were taken up for consideration, . 

Mr. LINN said, that the first resolution was 
the same, almost word for word, with one on the 
same subject offered by him some days since, and 


War Department, from which no answer had yet 
been received. 

The CHAIR read the resolution, which was 
adopted on the motion of Mr. Linn, and remarked 
that there was a slight difference between that 


and the one just offered. The inquiry in the first | 
was directed to the War Department, while that | 
of the second was directed to the Commiitee on ;| 


Military Affairs. 

Mr. PRESTON observed, that the two resolu- 
tions were in substance the same, the mode of 
inquiry only being different. That introduced 
by the Senator from Missouri [Mr. Livy] was 
directed to the Secretary of War, who, in pur- 
suance of it, would give the necessary inform- 
ation to the Senate; while under the present res- 


olution, the committee would necessarily have to | 
obtain the same information from the War De- || 


partment. It seemed to him, therefore, that the 
second resolution was unnecessary. 





It had been sent to the | 





February 11, 


_Mr. TIPTON then withdrew his first resolu- 
tion; and the one calling for information relative 
to the pay of the officers of the Army was adopted. 


RELIEF OF THE DISTRICT CITIES. 


On motion by Mr. TYLER, the Senate then 
proceeded to the consideration of the bill for the 
relief of the three corporations of the District of 
Columbia. 

[The bill, as reported, proposes to pay the 
Holland debt incurred by the three cities of the 
District for the construction of the Chesapeake 
and Ohio canal, with the interest and charge due 
thereon, amounting to nearly two millions of dol- 
lars. 

Aber a debate, in which Messrs. TYLER, 
CLAY, BENTON, SOUTHARD, SHEPLEY, 
PORTER, NILES, LEIGH, CALHOUN, 
GOLDSBOROUGH, DAVIS, KING of Ala- 
bama and WRIGHT, took part—in the course 
of which Mr. SOUTHARD submitted an amend- 
ment, providing for the transfer to the United 
States of the stock held by the corporations of 


| the District in the Chesapeake and Ohio canal, 


as a condition for the payment of their debts, and 
an amendment offered by Mr. NILES, providing 
for the sale of said stock within twelve months 
from the passage of the act for whatever it will 
bring in the market—the bill was, on motion by 
Mr. CALHOUN, recommitted to the Committee 
on the District of Columbia, to be remodeled. 
The Senate then adjourned. 
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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIV 

Tuurspay, February 11, 1836. 

Mr. CARR, from the Committee on Private 

Land Claims, reported a bill for the relief of 

James Keytes; which was read twice and com- 
mitted. 


RESOLUTIONS ADOPTED. 


On motion by Mr. ADAMS, the following res- 
olution, submitted yesterday by the Committee 
on Manufactures, was considered and agreed to: 


Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be directed 
to transmit to this House the tables indicated in a note to 
his annual report, showing the progress in the cultivation 
and manuiacture of cotton in the United States and in 
other countries ; also, showing the comparative quality and 
value of exports and imports of cotton, and cotton manufac- 
tures in the United States and other countries. 


A resolution, heretofore reported from the Com- 
mittee on Roads and Canals, was, on motion by 
Mr. MERCER, taken up, amended, and agreed 
to, as follows: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be direcied to lay 
before this House a statement of the length and cost of the 
several portions of the national road west of the river Ohio, 
which have been completed; also, the length and cost, so 
far as any expense has been incurred upon the same, of 
such other portions of the said road as have been located, 
opened, and graduated, or in part constructed ; distinguish- 
ing respectively in such statement the cost of the location, 
opening, graduation, bridges, masonry, and stone covering 
of the various parts of the said road; that he add to the 
above statement an estimate of the probable cost of the 
residue of the said road as far as the river Mississippi; and, 
also, of the relative expense of graduating and covering 
with stone such parts of the said road as may not have been 
definitively located and graduated with reference to the fu- 
ture use’ of the same as an ordinary Macadamized road anda 
railway; also, the relative cost of substituting a railway for 


| a Macadamized road on the said graduated surface, and the 


relative expense of the future repairs of such railway and 
road; and that he inform the House by what regulations 
the economy of the publie expenditure on the said road is 
now secured; and especially whether the said road is con- 
structed by public contracts or otherwise; and, if by con- 
tracts, how the execution of those coutracts are supervised. 


Mr. TALIAFERRO, by consent, submitted 
the following resolution; which was agreed to: 
Resolved, That the committee to whom the subject touch- 


| ing the construction of the public building consequent on 


the destruction of the Treasury office was referred, be in- 
structed to accompany any bill or report presented to the 
House with a statement to show the comparative cost of 
the contemplated building if constructed of freestone, gran- 
ite, or brick; the capacity of each of those materials to 
stand fire with the least injury; what is the comparative 
hazard between freestone and granite to firemen in case 
of fire ; and whether the durability of freestone, as tested 


| by experience, forms a recominendation to it as a suitable 
| material for building. 


The following resolution, heretofore submitted 


| by Mr. VINTON, was, by consent, taken up: 


Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be directed 
to communicate to this House, any information in his pos- 
session of frauds or fraudulent practices, under the exist- 
ing preémption faws; and that he also inform the House 


| what has been the effect of the preémption laws now in 
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forte, or heretofore passed, upon the sales of the public 
lands, and upon that branch of the public revenue. 


Mr. GARLAND, of Louisiana, offered the fol- 
lowing amendment; which was accepted as a 
modification by Mr. Vinton: 


Also, the quantity of land entered or purchased in the 
State of Louisiana, under the preéinption law approved 
the 19th June, 1834, designating the quantity entered or 
purchased in each land district, and the quantity entered as 
floats in each district, under the several sections of the pre- 
‘emption law, approved May 29, 1830, revised by the pre- 
emption law of June 19, 1834; together with copies of all 
documents and papers on file in the Department relating to 
the official conduct of the late register of the land office 
and receiver of public moneys at Opelousas, in the atore- 
said State, or either of them; also, copies of all letters 
written by the late Commissioner of the General Land 
Office, and Gideon Fitz, Esq., formerly register of the 
land office at Mount Salus or Clinton, inthe State of Mis- 
sissippi, upon the subject of allowing preémption on floats 
under the second section of the preémption law, approved 


Mav 29, 1830, together with copies of ali the instructions | 
= © > ’ : . . . i 
that have been given to the registers of land offices and | 


receivers of public moneys for their government, in exe- 


cuting the pregémption laws of May 29, 1830, and the 19th | 


June, 1834. 


Mr. VINTON further modified his recolution, | 


by adding the following: 


Also, that he communicate to the House any information 
in his possession respecting combinations of persons, by | 


force or otherwise, to prevent or obstruct the sales of the 
public lands, either at public sale or private entry. 


Mr. BOON moved to strike out so much of the | 


resolution as called for the ‘* opinion”’ of the head 
of the Department. 
for any requisition for information, but was de- 
cidedly opposed to asking the opinion of that 
officer. 


Mr. VINTON had no objection to modify that | 


clause, so as to inquire of the Department what 
had been the ‘ effect”’ of the preémption laws. 

Mr. BOON assented; and, after a few remarks 
from Mr. HOWARD, the resolution, as modi- 
fied, was agreed to. 


REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 


Mr. THOMAS, from the Committee on the 
Judiciary, reported the following resolution; 
which was agreed to: 


Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary be dis- 
charged from the further consideration of all petitions, me- 


morials, and resolutions, asking for an extension of patents, | 


which have been committed to it by the House, and that the 


same be referred to the select conmmittee appointed “to | 


inquire whether any modifications are required in the pat- 
ent laws, and whether any further accommodations are 
necessary for the reception and preservation of models.’? 
Mr. PATTON, from the Committee on the 
Territories, reported a bill establishing the ter- 


Mr. B. was willing to vote | 


ritorial government of Wisconsin; which was | 


read twice and committed. 
Mr. HARRISON, of Pennsylvania, from the 


Committee on Invalid Pensions, reported the fol- | 
lowing bills; which were read twice and com- 


mitted: 
A bill for the relief of William Kellar; and 
A bill for the relief of John Conkin. 
Mr. KINNARD, from the Committee on Rev- 


olutionary Claims, reported a bill for the relief || 
of Colonel Francis Vigo; which was read twice | 


and committed. 


Mr. COFFEE, from the Committee on Mili- | 


tary Affairs, Mr. CASEY, from the Committee 
on the Public Lands, and Messrs. BEALE and 
DOUBLEDAY, from the Committee on Invalid 
Pensions, made unfavorable reports upon various 
petitions; which were laid on the table. 


FRENCH WINES AND SILKS. 


by Mr. Mason, of Virginia, was, on his motion, | 


taken up: 


Resolved, That the President of the United States be re- 
quested to communicate to this House a statement showing 
the amount of duties received into the Treasury of the 
United States on wines and silks of the production of 
France, since the passage of the act entitled “ An act to 
carry into effect the convention between the United States 
and his Majesty the King of the French, concluded at Paris 
on the 4th of July, 1831,” approved the 13th July, 1832, and 
the amount of duties which would have been chargeable 


on the same importations under the revenue laws as they | 


existed at the time of the passage of that act, with the 
amount of importations of those articles in each year for 
five years past; that he be also requested to communicate 
to this House a statement showing, in analytical form, the 
awards made by the commissioners who acted under the 
act aforesaid, in execution of the said convention, their 
amount, the several classes of categories in which they are 
arranged, and the amount of the awards belonging to each 


class ; and the persons and companies, and the sums awarded 
to each. 





| anavaldepotthere. He also read various extracts 
|in reference to the same subject, and cited a | 


| sett bay possesse 


Mr. ADAMS moved to amend the resolution 
by adding the following proposition, which he, 
some days since, offered as a distinct resolution: 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


| 


That the President of the United States be also requested 
to communicate to this House, if not incompatible with | 


the public interest, a copy and translation of the act of the 
Legislative Chambers of France, making appropriations for 
carrying into effect the indemnity stipulated for claims of 
citizens of the United States by the treaty of the 4th of 
July, 1831; and also copies of all the communications from 
the French Government and their representatives in the 
United States in relation to the execution of that treaty, in 
the French language. 


Mr. EVANS offered the following amend- 
ment to the amendment; which was agreed to: 

And, also, to communicate, if it be in his opinion com 
patible with the public interests, so much of the several 
letters of Mr. Livingston, addressed to the Secretary of 
State, of October 4, 1833, of November 22, 1834, of De 
cember 6, 1834, and of December 22, 1834, as have not been 
heretofore communicated to Congress ; and, also, the inclo- 
sure referred to in the letter of October 4, 1833; and, also, 
so much of the instructions to Mr. Livingston, on his ap- 
pointment as Minister to France, as relates to the execu- 
tion of the treaty of July 4, 1831. 


The amendment of Mr. Apams, as amended, | 


was then concurred in. 
Mr. MASON further modified his resolution, 
at the suggestion of Mr. ALLAN, of Kentucky, 


by inserting the words in italics; and, thus amend- | 


ed, it was agreed to. 
WESTERN COMMERCE. 


Mr. JOHNSON, of Louisiana, submitted the | 


following resolution; which was agreed to: 
Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be instruct- 

ed to inquire into the expediency of opening a passage for 

the navigation of vessels from the Mississippi river, Ou its 


left side, opposite Le Breton Island, to the Gulf of Mexico. | 


MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT. 


The SPEAKER laid before the House the fol- 


lowing message from the President: 
Wasurtneron, February 10, 1836. 
To the House of Representatives : 
I transmit herewith a report from the Secretary of War, 
with copies of so much of the correspondence relating to 


liediam affairs, called for by the resolution of the House of 
| January 23, 1825, as ean be furnished by that Department. 


I transmit also a report on the same subject froin the | 


Treasury Department, ftom which it appears that, without 
a special appropriation, or the suspension for a consider 


able period of much of the urgent and current business of 


the General Land Office, it is impracticable tog take copies 
of all the papers described in the resolution. Under these 
circumstances, the subject is again respectfully submitted 
to the consideration of the House of Representatives. 
ANDREW JACKSON. 

On motion by Mr. McCARTY, the message and 
accompanying documents were referred to the 
Committee on Indian Affairs, and the message 
ordered to be printed. 


APPROPRIATION BILLS. 


The House then, on motion by Mr. CAM- | 


BRELENG, resolved itself into the Committee of 
the Whole on the state of the Union, (Mr. Mit- 
LER in the chair.) 
NAVY APPROPRIATION BILL. 
The committee resumed the consideration of 
the bill making appropriations for the naval service 
for the year 1836. The question pending was 


the proposed amendment of Mr. Bett, to reduce | 


the appropriation for the oe fea neces- 
sary repairs of the navy-yard at Portsmouth, New 


|| Hampshire, from $67,000 to $33,500. 


Mr. PEARCE, of Rhode Island, addressed the 


House at length, on the whole system of our navy- | 


yards. He was in favor of the proposed item as 
it stood, although the whole system required re- 


|, vision, and he believed some of them ought to be | 
The following resolution, heretofore submitted | 


abolished entirely, and new sites chosen for others. | 
The sum of $67,000 proposed for the navy-yard || 
at Portsmouth, without reference even to its per- | 


manency, was by no means extravagant or im- 
moderate. He also replied to the remarks of the 
gentleman from Tennessee, (Mr. Beu1,] and con- 
tended, that whether the appropriation be pro- 
posed with reference to war or peace, it should 
pass. 


to prove that New York harbor was not such a 


He then went at large into the whole sub- | 
| ject, and detailed various actions and encounters | 
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United States, contrasting it with the disadvan- 
tages of Bostonand Brooklyn. He likewise went 
into numerous statements to prove that the money 
expended on those two places was thrown away, 
and cited the reports and opinions of various 
engineers and otiers, who were competent judges, 
in support of his argument. 

Mr. CUSHING followed in reply, principally 
so far as regarded the navy-yard at Charlestown, 
Massachusetts. Mr. C. said, with reeard to local- 
ity, the point most worthy of consideration, next 
to natural advantages, was the contiguity of a 
dense population. It would be folly to establish 
a navy-yard, which was of the character of a 
great manufactory, in a locality without a large, 
dense,and industrious population. ‘This was one 
reason why navy-yards were found in the North. 
He also contended that so far from diminishing 
our naval depots, their number should be made 
commensurate with the extent of our sea-board. 
He admitted that Narragansett bay possessed all 
the geographical advantages described by the 
gentleman from Rhode Island, nor would he dis- 
pute with the gentleman that a naval depot ought 
to be established there; but it did not follow that 
there should not be one in Massachusetts bay or 
at Brooklyn. It was a mistake, as stated yester- 
day, that Boston harbor was often inaccessible in 
the winter. On the contrary, it was very rarely 
the case, more than a day or two in the year. 
He then entered into an argument at length to 
prove that in case of war our naval depots ought 
to be fostered, and hoped the bill would pass ae 
it stood. Mr. C. also referred to the sectional 
attack made by an honorable gentleman from 
Kentucky upon the appropriations and expendi- 
tures in the eastern States. 

Mr. HARDIN rejoined. He intended to ad- 
dress the House at length (he said) when the 
subject of fortifications came up, and had prepared 
various statements from the Departments upon the 
subject. He had compres that the appropria- 
tions in the present bill exceeded, by about a 
million of dollars, the estimates of former years. 
He said he had made up a table partially exhibit- 


_ ing the expenditures for fortifications since thewar, 


and they amounted altogether to about fourteen 


| millions of dollars. Some system of defense must 


be adopted; but to erect fortifications at proper 
points from Maine to the Gulf of Mexico, would 
cost from fifteen hundred to twenty hundred mil- 
lions of dollars, and a standing army, includin 
the western forts, of not less than eighty ees 
men—a thing the people of this country would 
never permit. The time, however, had arrived, 
when the subject must be investigated; and he 
leaged himself to go into it fully when the other 
iilleame up. Mr. H. repelled the attack made 
upon him for speaking to * Buncombe’’ with 
disdain, and pronounced it a false calumny. 
Mr. CUSHING briefly replied. . 
"lne remarks of Mr. Harpiw and Mr. Cusuiwe 


| were rather of a personal character, and at the 


conclusion of Mr. Cusuine’s remarks, some in- 
dividual in the ladies’ gallery applauded; when 

Mr. REED and Mr. HANNEGAN rose simul- 
taneously. 

Mr. REED moved that the gallery be cleared; 
but understanding it came canainas individual, 
he withdrew the mution. 

Mr. HANNEGAN then renewed it. 

Mr. LEE, of New York, moved that the com- 
mittee rise; which was agreed to. 

The committee rose, and the chairman having 
reported progress, 

Mr. HANNEGAN renewed the motion he 
made in Committee of the Whole. 

Mr. WILLIAMS, of North Carolina, moved 


| that the rule be enforced; which was agreed to, 


lace of ingress and egress as justified the estab- || 


ishment originally, or the maintenance now, of 


large mass of documentary evidence, reports, and 
papers, for the Lt! go ofshowing that Narragan- 

greater natural advantages for 
such an establishment than any other place in the 


and the south gallery was ordered to be cleared. 
Mr. MERCER said, as he was given to under- 
stand that the individual who caused the disturb- 
ance was recognized by a member of the House, 
he moved that he be taken into custody. 
Pending this motion, the House adjourned. 





IN SENATE. 
Fraiway, February 12, 1836. 


A message was received from the President of 
the United States, returning the resolutions of the 
General Assembly of Indiana, requesting him to 
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reserve from wale a strip of land near Fort Wayne 
therein described, and giving the reason why the 
President cannot act in this matter without being 
authorized by law. ; 

The CHAIR communicated a report from the 
War Deparunent, transmitting the information 
required by the resolution of the Senate of the 


mittee on Commerce. 
PETITIONS, MEMORIALS, ETC. 


large number of citizens of the United States, 
navigating the Atlantic ocean, and east of the 


ing Congress to authorize the erection of a 
house near Abicon inlet, on the sea-coast, in the 
State of New Jersey; which was referred to the 
Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. PORTER presented the petition of A. & 
J. Dennistown & Co., merchants of New Orleans; 
which was referred to the Committee on Finance. 


REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 





ae 


of Lieutenant Vinton; and the committee was 
discharged from the further consideration thereof. 
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report thereon; and the committee was discharged 
’ from the further consideration thereof. 

< Mr. BENTON, from the Committee on Mili- 
a tury Affairs, to which the same had been referred, 
( reported, without amendment, the joint resolu- 


AIRE ye | 


¢ 21 4t January last, relative to the improvements of 
Christiana river; which was referred to the Com-. 


morial of William W. Hall, made anunfavorable | 


Mr. McKEAN presented the memorial of a | 
being merchants and ship-owners interested in | 


United States southward of Sandy Hook, i" 
ight- | 


Mr. BENTON, from the Committee on Mili- | 
ey tary Aflars, reported unfavorably on the petuuon | 


(| Michigan road lands in said State; which was | 
referred to the Committee on Public Lands; and | 


tion authorizing the Secretary of War to receive | 


5 additional evidence in support of the claims of the | 


State of Massachusetts for disbursements, ser- 


a and 
On motion by Mr. DAVIS, the resolution was 
considered as in Committee of the Whole; and 
ordered to be engrossed and read the third time. 
SALES OF THE PUBLIC LANDS. 
Mr. EWING, of Ohio, moved to take up the 


of the sales of the public lands among the States, | 
and for other purposes, for the purpose of fixing | 
a day for its consideration; which motion having | 
: j > | 


been agreed to, 


Mr. EWING moved to postpone it 
of the day for that day. 
Mr. BENTON said he would prefer next 


Wednesday week, as the bill, if taken up at an 


earlier day, might interfere with other important || 
He had been instructed || 


business of the Senate. 


until | 
Wednesday next,and make it the special order | 


by the Committee on Military Affairs (as he in- | 
formed the Senate the other day) to move to take || 


up the bill, lately reported, making appropria- 
tions for the fortifications of the United States, 
and he had been waiting daily to see some open- 
ing in the business of the Senate to make that 
motion. 

Mr. EWING expressed his unwillingness to 
delay the land bill to a later day than Wednesday 
next, 

And the question being taken, Mr. Ewina’s mo- 
tion was acreed to. 

THE QUAKER MEMORIAL. 

The memorial of the Society of Friends, of Lan- 
caster county, Pennsylvania, was taken up as the 
order of the day; the question being ‘ Shall the 
petition be received ?”’ 

After some remarks from Messrs. MOORE, 
KING of Georgia, CALHOUN, HILL, LEIGH, 
and BUCHANAN, 

The Senate adjourned over to Monday. 
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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Fripay, February 12, 1836. 

The motion of Mr. MERCER, pending at the 
adjournment yesterday, directing the Speaker to 
issue his warrant for the arrest of the individual 
3 who caused the disturbance in the south gallery 
* of the House, was taken up. 

. oF Mr. MORGAN moved to lay the motion on 
the table; which was agreed to. 
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+ vices, &c., during the late war with Great Britain; | 





Claims, reported a bill for the relief of Ebenezer 
A. Lester; which was read twice and committed. 


Mr. W. B. SHEPARD, from the Committee 


on the District of Columbia, reported a bill to | 
det ag for the superintendence of tie free bridge | 
ately erected across the Potomac river; which | 


was read twice and committed. 


Mr. JOHNSON, of Kentucky, from the Com- | 


mittee on Military Affairs, reported a bill for the 
relief of William 8. Colquhoun; which was read 
twice and committed. 


Mr. KENNON, from the Committee on the | 


Public Lands, reported a bill to authorize the 


‘conveyance of certain lands belonging to the 


University of Michigan; which was read twice, | 
and ordered to be engrossed and read a third time. || 


Mr. DUNLAP, from the Committee on Public 
Lands, reported a bill for the relief of James 
Cochran; which was read twice and committed. 

Mr. LAY, from the Committee on Revolu- 


tionary Pensions, reported a bill for the relief of | 
| James J. Cotiin; which was read twice and com- | 


mitted. 


Petitions and memorials were, by consent, | 


presented by Messrs. KINNARD, LYON, and 
HANNEGAN, and appropriately referred. 


Mr. KINNARD made an unfavorable report, | 


| from the Committee on Revolutionary Claims, on 


Mr. TOMLINSON, from the Committee on || 


| same State, recommending increased and annual | 


the petition of the heirs of Richard Apperson. 
Mr. K. also presented a memorial of the General 


Assembly of Indiana, requesting that evidences | 


of title may issue from the United States to the 


a memorial from the General Assembly of the 


appropriations for the further progress and com- 
pletion of the Cumberland road; which was re- 
ferred to the Committee of Ways and Means. 
Mr. HANNEGAN presented the memorial of 
the General Assembly of the State of Indiana, on 


| the subject of a harbor at Michigan City; which 
| was referred to the Committee on Commerce. 


THE NEW YORK FIRE. 


Mr. CAMBRELENG, from the Committee of | 


1 || Ways and Means, reported three letters on the 
bill appropriating for a limited time the proceeds || 


subject of the late fire in the eity of New York. 
The first, from sundry merchants to the collector 
of the port; the second, from the collector to the 
Secretary of the Treasury; and the third from 
the Secretary of the Treasury to the Committee 
of Waysand Means. Mr. C. read extracts from 
the letters, and remarked that, while he was 


unwilling to trespass upon the business of the | 
House, yet he desired to make an appeal to those | 
_gentlemen who were opposed to the bill for the 
relief of the sufferers by the late fire in New | 


York, to give the friends of the measure a hearing, 


with a view to a decision one way or the other. | 


He was instructed by the committee to move that 
this bill be made the special order of the day for 


| Friday next; and he honed the motion would 


meet the approbation of the House. 

Mr. WILLIAMS, of North Carolina, sug- 
gested Tuesday week. He was opposed to inter- 
tering with private bills, which, under the rules, 
were considered on Fridays and Saturdays. 


Mr. WARD expressed an earnest request that | 


the House would fix upon some day. 


Mr. PEYTON remarked, that if it was in order, | 


he would move to take up this fire bill on the day 


| succeeding that on which the resolution offered 


by Mr. Apams should be determined. The gen- 
tleman from Massachusetts supposed that his 
proposition would not be decided before the Ist 
of June. This fire bill having been made to give 


place to the resolution to which he referred, he | 
| would move to make the bill the special order for | 
| the Ist day of June next. 


Mr. McK EON namei to-morrow. 


Mr. WILLIAMS, of North Carolina, pro- || 


posed Tuesday week. 
Mr. EVANS named Tuesday next. 
The motions of Messrs. CamMBRELENG, Pey- 


ton, and WiLLIAMs were negatived. 


Mr. McKEON acquiesced in the motion of 


Mr. Evans; which was then agreed to—ayes | 


136, noes not counted, 


Messrs. MUHLENBERG and KINNARD, 


‘from the Committee on Revolutionary Claims; 





| Mr. DUNLAP, from the Committee on the Pyly- 
lic Lands; Mr. CONNOR, from the Committee 
on the Post Office and Post Roads; Mr. JARVIS 
from the Committee on Naval Affairs; and Mr. 
FRY, from the Committee on Revolutionary Pen- 
sions—made unfavorable reports upon various 
— and memorials; which were laid on the 

| table. 


REVOLUTIONARY SOLDIERS. 


On motion by Mr. ALLAN, of Kentucky, the 
following Saleen submitted by him on the 
ith ultimo, was again taken up: 

Resolved, That a select committee be appointed, whose 
duty it shaji be to inquire into the expediency of extending 
the provisions of the act of Congress, for the benefit of the 
surviving Officers and soldiers of the revolutionary army, 
passed the 7th of June, 1832, so as to embrace those who 
| were engaged in the wars of the United States which oc. 
curred between the treaty of peace with Great Britain, in 
1783, and the treaty of Greenville, with the Indians, jy 
1795; and that the said committee have leave to report by 
bill or otherwise. 

The motion pending was the amendment of 
Mr. Mann, of New York, to strike out *‘ a select 
committee,’’ and insert ** the Committee on Rey- 
olutionary Pensions.”’ 

Mr. MANN, of New York, said, while he as 
highly appreciated the meritorious services of 
those contemplated under this resolution as any 
other gentleman, yet, considering the operations 
of the pension system, its vast extent, and the 
vast amount of the public funds it involved, he 
was utterly and entirely opposed to any further 
/extension of it at this time. There were evils 
enough resulting from the system in the section 
of country he had the honor to represent, and he 
himself had seen so much of it, that he was per- 
fectly satisfied, if the whole case could be prop- 
erly presented and fully understood, there would 
be very little difficulty in confining its operations 
to that class of individuals alone who had sacri- 
ficed their all in the revolutionary struggle. 

The CHAIR intimated to the gentleman, that 

‘|!on the question of reference the merits of the 
‘| resolution were not open to debate. 
‘(| Mr. MANN said he withdrew hismotion. He 
|| did not design to debate the merits of the resolu- 
tion, but to make a few remarks in explanation or 
justification of the motion he had made at a for- 
'mer day, and which, under the peculiar state of 
| the case, he now saw fit to withdraw. 

Mr. VANDERPOEL believed, if he recol- 
lected right, this whole subject was before the 
|| House some two or three weeks last year, and its 
|| whole merits were very fully discussed. If Mr. 

V. were now called upon to vote, he had no hesita- 

tion in saying that he should vote against it, 
without more light than he had upon the subject. 

The only question now before them was, whether 

they should appoint a select committee, for which 
_ he was perfectly willing to vote, so that the merits 

and claims of those individuals might be laid be- 

fore the House. But, in so voting, he was not to 
‘| be considered as committing himself upon the 
| merits of the case ultimately, when the subject 
| came fully before the House, though he would 
| give to the subject the best consideration in his 
power. 

Mr. WILLIAMS, of Kentucky, moved to 
‘| amend the resolution by instructing the commit- 
| tee to inquire into the expediency of extending 
the provisions of the act of the 7th of June, 
1832, so as to include those in the service of the 
United States in the revolutionary war for a 
|| shorter period than six months. 

Mr. WARDWELL informed the gentleman 
from Kentucky that, if he would refer to the pro- 
ceedings of the House, he would find that a bill 

yas already reported, embracing the very pro- 
vision pee Ba by the gentleman’s amend- 
|| ment. 
|| Mr. WILLIAMS thereupon withdrew his 
-amendment. 

Mr. DEBERRY moved that the committee be 
further instructed to inquire into the expediency 
of so extending the act of the 7th of June, 1832, 
as to embrace the wagoners, mechanics, &c., dur- 
ing the revolutionary war. 

Mr. WARDWELL suggested that the adop- 
| tion of this amendment would confound two ob- 
| jects, that of the revolutionary soldiers, and those 
engaged in the Indian wars, which ought to be 
' kept distinct; besides which there was a consti- 
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tuted committee of the House appointed to take 
charge of the former already. 

Mr. REYNOLDS, of Illinois, for the purpose 
(as he said) of keeping the two subjects distinct, 
moved the previous question; but the motion was 
not seconded by the House. 

Mr. ADAMS hoped the gentleman from North 
Carolina (Mr. Deserry] would withdraw his 
amendment, and allow the resolution to stand on 
its own merits. The subject was before the last 
Congress, and was fully discussed; and the more 
jt was discussed the more satisfactory it was to 
his mind that the bill then reported ought to have 
passed. He hoped that no gentleman would 
encumber the present resolution with any amend- 
ments, and that the House would now consider 
and adopt it. 

The amendment of Mr. Deserry was then 
negatived; and the resolution was agreed to with- 
out a count; and, 

On motion by Mr. LANE, the select commit- 
tee was ordered to consist of nine. 


RESOLUTIONS. 
On motion by Mr. DAVIS, it was 


Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and 
Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency of 
establishing a post route from Greencastie, in Putnam 
county, Indiana, by Manhattan, Bowlingreen, to Bloom- 
field, in Green county; also, of establishing a post route 
from Mount Pleasant, Martin county, Indiana, by Scotland, 
Clark’s Prairie, to Bloomfield, Indiana; also, of establish- 
ing a post route from Merom, Sullivan county, Indiana, to 
Hutsonville, in Clark county, Illinois. 


On motion by Mr. DUNLAP, it was 


Resolved, That the Committee onthe Post Office and Post 
Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency of estab. 
lishing the following post routes, to wit: From Perryville, 
in Perry county, Tennessee, by Morgan’s Creek, to Chalk 
Level, in Humphrey’s county; also, trom Huntingdon, in 
Carroll county, Tennessee, by Pleasant, Exchange, Lex- 
ington, Jack’s Creek, to Purdy, in MeNairy county; also, 
from Bolivar, Tennessee, by Nubbin Ridge, Simpson’s 
Bridge, on Hatchee river, Cypress, Chamberland, Wolf’s 
Ferry, on ‘Tennessee river, to William Lilly’s, in Harden 
county; also, from Columbus, in Hickman county, Ken- 
tucky, by Troy, Dyersburg, Lauderdale Court-house, Cov- 
ington, Somerville, to La Grange, ‘Tennessee ; also, from 
Jackson, Tennessee, Mount Penron, to Purdy, McNairy 
county; also, from 
Concordia, to Bell Mont, in Fayette county, Tennessee ; 








also, from Somervilic, Tennessee, to Egypt, in Fayette | 
county, Tennessee ; and from Mount Pleasant, Tennessee, | 
by Rock House Creek, J. C. Gallick’s, Perryville, Living- | 


ston, Independence, to Jackson, Tennessee; and from 
Durhamsville, Lauderdale county, to Ashport, on the Mis- 
sissippi river, in said county. 


On motion by Mr. MANN, of New York, it | 


was 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of prescribing the 
effect of judgments in the circuit and district courts of the 
United States, and regulating the fees of the clerks of said 
courts in respect to searches for judgments. 


On motion by Mr. HOWARD, it was 


Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency of estab- 


lishing a post route from Davidsonville, in Maryland, by | 


Higgins’s store, to Patuxent Forge. 


On motion by Mr. JOHNSON, of Louisiana, 
it was 

Resolved, That the Committee on the District of Colum- 
bia be instructed to inquire into the expediency of making 
an appropriation for the erection of a lunatic asylum in 
the city of Washington. 


On motion by Mr. FRENCH, it was 


Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and Post || 
Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency of estab- | 
lishing a mail route from Terre Haute, in Indiana, to Paris, | 


Decatur, Springfield, Sylvan Grove, Beardstown, Rushville, 
and Quincy, in the State of Illinois. 


On motion by Mr. ASHLEY, it was 


Resolved, That the Committee on Indian Affairs be in- 


structed to inquire whether the Indian title is, or is not ex- || 


f tal i , || journed. 
boundary of the State of Missouri and the Missouri river; | 


tinguished, to the slip of land lying between the western 


and if not, to inquire into the expediency of providing by 
law for its entire extinguishment. 

On motion by Mr. HIESTER, it was 

Resolved, That the Committee on the District of Columbia 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of macadam- 
izing the streets bordering on the Capitol square. 

Mr. LOVE submitted the following resolution; 
which, by the rules, lies over one day: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be directed to trans- 
mit to this House all surveys, maps, plans, and estimates 
on file in the War Department, relating to the construction 
of a harbor at New Buffalo, in Michigan. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Louisiana, submitted the 
following resolution; which, by the rule, lies over 
one day: 


andolph, Tennessee, by Portersville, | 
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to lay before this-House a copy of the correspondence be- 
tween the Executive of the State of Louisiana and the 
Treasury Department, relative to the location of two town- 
ships of land granted to the State of Louisiana by an act 


| of Congress passed on the 3d of March, 1827, for the use of 
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passage, it was opposed by 


a seminary of learning therein ; and that he also be directed 
to transmit, at the same time, copies of allcommunications 
made to the said Department from other persons, in relation 
to that subject. 


Mr. INGERSOLL, on leave, submitted the 
following resolution: 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Library be in- 
structed to cause a marble bust of the late Chief Justice 
Marshall to be prepared by an artist of merit and reputation, 
and to be placed in the Chamber of the Supreme Court of 
the United States, in a position corresponding with that of 
the bust of the late Chief Justice Jay. 

Mr. INGERSOLL was not, he said, about to 
oronounce an eulogium on the character of John 
Marshall. His merits were already recorded in 
the hearts and judgments of his countrymen, A 
recollection of them would be cherished as long 
as a just estimate could be formed of brilliant 
talents and unspotted integrity—as long as grati- 
tude should continue to be a virtue. Few men, 
since the formation of this Government, had 
served it so well, and none more faithfully. In 
the administration of the laws, under a Govern- 
ment of laws, he was for nearly five and thirty 
years supreme in station, in abilities, and in use- 
fulness. It had been the peculiar fortune of this 
Republic that it had found, on different occasions, 
whén it had called its eminent citizens to posts of 


NAL GLOBE. _ 


it 


= duty, a happy fitness in the individual to | 


is station, a devotion of purpose in the man, 


, and a confidence in his designs on the part of the 


people; an union and an aptitude from which 
nothing but lasting benefits could arise. Many 
shining properties were combined in the eminent 
person to whom it was the object of this resolu- 
tion to offer a feeble tribute of respect and grati- 
tude—propertics which justified the feeling uni- 
versally entertained for him as the pride and the 
boast of his countrymen. When that, and much 
more, should be done by them, the nation and 
posterity would continue to be immeasurably his 
debtors. Mr. I. said, he submitted the resolution 


as a cheerful acknowledgment of the debt they | 


owed, and as the pledge of an effort to repay it in 
the emulation of his virtues. 

The resolution wag then agreed to. 

On motion by Mr. WHITTLESEY, the 
House proceeded to the consideration of the 

ORDERS OF THE DAY. 
The bill for the relief of Jesse Smith and others 
yas again taken up. The question being on its 


New York, HARDIN, WILLIAMS, of North 
Carolina, and HAWES; and advocated by 
Messrs. VANDERPOELand WHITTLESEY. 

Mr. OWENS moved an adjournment—nega- 
tived—ayes 45, noes 89. 

The bill was then further opposed by Mr. 
OWENS; but before he had concluded his re- 
marks he gave way to 

Mr. HOWARD, who moved to suspend the 
rule for the purpose of submitting a motion for 


an adjournment over to Monday. 
Mr. GARLAND, of Louisiana, asked for the | 


yeas and nays on the motion to suspend the rule; 
which were ordered. 

Mr. EVERETT moved an adjournment; which 
was negatived. 

The question was then taken, and the motion 


| to suspend the rule was disagreed to—yeas 71, 
|| nays 104. 


n motion by Mr. HAWES, the House ad- 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Saturpay, February 13, 1836, 
Mr. HAWES, of Kentucky, made an ineffect- 


ual attempt to take up his resolution on the sub- 
ject of the West Point Academy. 


MEMORIALS, PETITIONS, ETC. 


leave by Messrs. GarLanp, of Virginia, and Me- 
Carry, of Indiana, and appropriately referred. 
THADDEUS PORTER. 


Mr. BOND, from the Committee on Revolu- | 


tionary Pensions, reported a bill for the relief of 


Messrs. MANN of || 
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On motion by Mr. UNDERWOOD, the rule 
was suspended for one hour for the purpose of 
disposing of resolutions on the Speaker's table, 
pe calling the States for resolutions, with the 
understanding that any resolution which should 
give rise to debate should lie over. 

The following resolutions heretofore offered* 
were then agreed to: 


By Mr. GALBRAITH: 


Resolved, That the Secretary of War be requested to 
furnish to this House the report of Lieutenant ‘Thompson 
5. Brown, of the United States corps of engineers, relative 
to the harbor of Presque Island, with the accompanying 
drawings and estimates. 


By Mr. LOVE: 
Resolved, That the Secretary of War be directed to trans- 
mit to this House all surveys, maps, plans, and esumates 


on file in the War Department, relating to the construction 
of a harbor at New Buffalo, in Michigan. 


By Mr. JOHNSON, of Louisiana: 


Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be directed 
to lay betore this House a copy of the correspondence be- 
tween the Executive of the State of Louisiana and the 
Treasury Department, relating to the location of the town 
ships of land granted to the State of Louisiana by an act 
ot Congress passed ou the 3d of Mareh, 1827, for the use of 
a seminary of learning thereia ; and that he also be diveected 
to transmit, at the same time, copies of all communications 
made to the said Departinent from other persons in rela 
tion to that subject. 


The motion heretofore submitted by Mr. Con- 
wor, for printing one thousand copies of the bill 
for the reorganization of the Post Office Depart- 
ment, was considered and agreed to. 

Mr. DICKERSON submitted an amendment to 
the bill to prevent evasions of the revenue laws, 
and for other purposes; which was ordered to be 
printed. 


On motion by Mr. TURNER, it was 


Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of making an appro- 
priation for the survey of the barbor of Havre de Grace, in 
Maryland, with a view to the removal of any sand bars, or 
other obstructions in or near said harbor, and for effecting 
such removal, if practicable. 


On motion by Mr. GIDEON LEE, it was 


Resolved, That it be referred to the Committee on Man 
ufactures to inquire and report to this House on the expe 
diency of discontinuing the duty on the several articles of 
merchandise enumerated in the annual report of the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury as not interfering with the compro- 
mise act of 1832; and that the article of foreign coal be 
embraced in such inquiry and report. 


On motion by Mr. LAWLER, it was 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be direeted to in 
form this House whether, in his judgment, an additionat 
armed force be necessary to prevent the Creek trive of Lu 
dians from aiding the Seminole Indians in the war of 


| Florida, and trom the commission of other depredations ; 


Thaddeus Porter; which was read twice, and | 
Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be directed || committed. | 


and, if so, whether any legislation by Congress will be ne- 
cessary. 


On motion by Mr. WILLIAMS, of Kentucky, 
1t was ; 

Resolved, That the Committee of Ways and Means be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency and propriety of 
passing a law distributing the surplus revenue now in the 
‘Treasury, and the surplus revenue that may hereatter be in 
the Treasury, among the several States, according to the 
Federal population of each State, for the purposes of in- 
ternal improvements and education. 


On motion by Mr. McK AY, it was 


Resolved, That the Committee on Military Affairs be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of establishing an 
arsenal in North Carolina. 


On motion by Mr. HAWES, it was 


Resolved, That the Committee on Military Affairs be in- 


| structed to inquire into the expediency of establishing a 
public armory on the waters of Greene river, in the State 


of Kentucky ; and that said committee be instructed to re- 
port on or betore the Ist of March next. 


On motion by Mr. GILLET, it was 


Resolved, That a select committee be appointed to in- 
quire into the expediency of providing by law for coining 


| gold coins of the denominations of one, two, three, and 


four dollars; and also whether any addition to the number 
of branch mints is required by the interests of the country ; 


| and that the committee have leave to report by bill or oth- 


erwise. 


On motion by Mr. JOHNSON, of Kentucky, 


: a || it was 
Memorials and_petitions were presented on | 


Resolved, That the Committee on the District of Colum- 
bia be instructed to inquire into the expediency of abolish- 


| ing imprisonment for debt with? the District. 


On motion by Mr. JOHNSON, of Virginia, it 
was 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Public Lands be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of making an ad- 
ditional appropriation of land to satisfy the warrants in serip 
which have been issued, or which may hereafter issue, 
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according to the resolutions and laws of the United States | 


and of Virginia, for revolutionary services. 


} 


On motion by Mr. PHILOC, FULLER, it was | 


Resolved, That the Committee on the Public Lands be 
instructed to inquire and report to this House the number 
of land patents, as near as may be, which are due for lands 
purchased, and are not executed; the time which will 
probably elapse before patents can issue, under present 
arrangements, for lands now purchased ; and whether some 
further provision is not necessary to reduce the interim 
between the time of purchasing lands and receiving patents 
therefor. 


On motion by Mr. FRENCH, it was 


Resolved, ‘What the Committee on Roads and Canals be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of causing to be 
surveyed a route for the construction of a national road 
from Washington city to the mouth of the Big Sandy river ; 
from thence through the States of Kentucky, Tennessee, 
Alabama, Mississippi, and on through the country below— 
such route to be so ran as to afford (in case the road be 
constructed) the greatest possible convenience to the popu 
lation and business of the country through which it will 
pass. 


On motion by Mr. SMITH, it was 
Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and 


Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency of 
establishing a mail route trom Buckfield to Portland, and 


from Brunswick to Harpewell, in the State of Maine, and | 


that the petitions on the files of the House relating thereto 
be referred to said committee. 


On motion by Mr. WARDWELL, it was 


Resolved, That the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of authorizing 
the Secretary of Warto establish pension agencies, not ex 
ceeding three in each State, provided the same can be done 
without expense to the Government. 


On motion by Mr. GARLAND, of Louisiana, 
ii was 
Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and 


Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency of 


establishing and extending the following post routes in the 
State of Louisiana: 

1. From the town of Opelousas, to pass by Washington, 
Holinesville, and the Praise kouge, to St. Francisville. 

2. From Lake Providence, in the parish of Carroll, by 
Monroe, 1 the parish of Ouachita, Russeliville, and Drew's 
Landing, in the parish of Claiborne, to the Loggy Bayou, 
on Red river. 

3. Of extending the existing route from Opelousas to the 
settlement on the Caleasion, to the Sabine river. 


On motion by Mr. VANDERPOEL, it was 

Resolved, That the Committee on Invalid Pensions in- 
quire into the expediency of placing the name of Lambert 
L,. Van Volkenburgh oa the Invalid pension roll. 


On motion by Mr. REYNOLDS, of Illinois, it 
was 

Resolved, ‘That the Committee on Roads and Canals be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of making an ap- 
propriation of mouey or laud to tnprove the great mail 
stage road from Louisville, in Kentucky, by Vincennes, in 
the State of Indiana, through the State of Ilinois, to St. 
Louis, in Missouri; and of making an appropriation of land, 
or the preémption to land, to the Central Railroad Com- 
pany, in the State of Liiois, to aid in the construction of 
said road from the Hlinois river, at the termination of the 
canal, to the mouth of the Ohio river. 


On motion by Mr. CONNOR, it was 


Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and | 


Post Roads be instrueted to inquire into the expediency of 
establishing a post route trom,South Point, in Lincoln 
county, North Carolina, to Falisville; thence to William 
Odles’s, passing Buflalo post otlice, Joshua Bean's, Bushy 


Creek, Hamilton’s store, and Alired Webb’s, to Ruther- 


fordton. 
On motion by Mr. ROBERTSON, it was 


Resolved, That the claim of the heirs and representatives | 


of Colonel William Heth, deceased, an officer of the Vir- 
ginia continental line dunnug the war of the Revolution, for 
compensation tor his revolutionary services, be referred to 
the Committee on Revolutionary Claims. 


On motion by Mr. DROMGOOLE, it was 

Resolved, ‘That the Committee on Invalid Pensions be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of allowing Major 
General Winfield Scott the same rate of pension as a lieu- 
tenant colonel of artillery, as if the testimony in support 
of the disability sustained by him inthe battle of Niagara, 
July 25, ih14, had been completed and filed at that date. 

On motion by Mr. CRANE, it was 

Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be instructed 
to inguire into the expediency of placing additional buoys 
to mark the channel atthe mouth of the Miami of Lake Erie, 
and across the Maumee bay. 

On motion by Mr. BOND, it was 

Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be instructed 
to inquire into the expediency of erecting a marine hospital 
at the town of Portsmouth, in the State of Ohio. 

On motion by Mr. MAY, it was 


Resolved, Thatthe Committee on Commerce be instructed 


to inquire into the expediency of establishing a port of entry | 


at Chicago, Iilinois. 


On motion by Mr. DARLINGTON, it was 

Resolved, That the memorial of David Lewis, praying 
compensation for property destroyed by the British troops 
aut St. Mary's, in 1815, and now on the files of the House, 
be referred to the Cumunittee on Clauns. 


Te 





On motion by Mr. STORER, it was 

Resolved, That the Committee on Roads and Canals be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of ascertaining, 
by a survey under the direction of the War Department, 
the practicability and the expense of erecting a bridge over 


the Ohio river, from Cincinnati to Newport or Covington, 
in Kentucky. 


On motion by Mr. INGHAM, it was 


Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be instructed 
to inquire into the expediency of making an appropriation 
for tue erection of a light-house at the mouth of Connecticut 
river, in the State of Connecticut. 


On motion by Mr. GARLAND, of Virginia, 
it was 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and 
Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the,expediency of 
reéstablishing the mail route from Charlottesville, by Scotts- 
ville, to Buckingham Court-House, in the State of Virginia. 


On motion by Mr. JARVIS, it was 


Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and 
Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency of 
authorizing the Postmaster General to make arrangements 
for establishing a communication by mail with the British 


Province of New Brunswick, through Holton, in the State 
ot Maine. 


On motion by Mr. SUTHERLAND, it was 

Resolved, That the usual number of copies of the report 
of the Seeretary of the Treasury, in relation to marine hos- 
pitals, be printed. 


On motion by Mr. CUSHMAN, it was 


Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be instructed 
to inquire into the expediency of repealing so much of an 
act of the United States, passed 28th February, 1803, “ con- 
cerning consuls and vice-consuls,”’ as makes it the duty of 
every master or commander of a ship or vessel belonging 
to citizens of the United States, on his arrival at a foreign 
port, to deposit his register with the consul, commercial 


| agent, or vice-commercial agent, if any there be at such 


port. 


On motion by Mr. CHANEY, it was 


Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and 
Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency of 
establishing a mail route from Pickrington, in the county 
of Fairfield, by Waterloo, Winchester, Middletown, and 
Kenady’s store, to Circleville, in Pickaway county, Ohio. 

On motion by Mr. CASEY, it was 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be directed 
to cause to be laid before the House a statement showing 
the number of claims for horses and other property lost in 
i83l-°2, on the frontiers of Illinois and Michigan, that have 
been presented for allowance, under ‘an act for the pay- 
ment of horses and arms lost in the military service of the 
United States against the Indians on the frontiers of Illinois 
and Michigan ‘Territory,’? approved 19th February, 1833, 
and an act to provide forthe payment of claims for property 


lost, captured, or destroyed by the enemy, while in the | 


military service of the United States, during the late war 
with the Indians on the frontiers of Tlinois and Michigan 
‘Territory, approved 30th of June, 1834; the number that 
have been allowed, and the number that have been rejected 
or suspended, and the reason for such rejection or suspen- 


| sion. 


| to inquire into the expediency of authorizing the Secretary | 


On motion by Mr. HARLAN, it was 

Resolved, That the Committee of Claims be instructed 
to inquire into the expediency of paying to Samuel Tillet, 
of Kentucky, the amount of a draft drawn by William 
Sterman, and payafle to said Tillet, for the services of said 
Sterman asa teacher of the Cherokee Indians west of the 
Mississippi. 


On motion by Mr. KENNON, it was 


Resolved, That the Committee of Claims be instructed 


of War to settle the accounts of Peter Comoyn and Arthur 


‘Taggart, and pay to them the amount which may, upon | 


such settlement, be found to be due to them for work done 
or materials found in the construction of the Cumberland 


' road in Ohio. 


On motion by Mr. GRAVES, it was 


Resolved, That the petitions and all the other documents 
upon the subject of the Government purchasing up the 
private stock in the Louisville and Portland Canal, reterred 
last year to the Committee on Roads and Canals, be recom- 


| mitted to that committee. 


On motion by Mr. HUNTINGTON, it was 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and 
Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency of 
the establishment of a post route from Jamaica to Rock- 


| away, in Queen’s county, New York. 


On motion by Mr. CHAMBERS, of Penn- 
sylvania, it was 

Resolved, That it be referred to the Committee on the 
District of Columbia to consider the expediency of reporting 


a bill prohibiting the sale and purchase of lottery tickets 
within the District of Columbia. 


On motion by Mr. MASON, of Virginia, it was 


Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and 
Post Roads inquire into the expediency of establishing a 
mail route from Belfield, in Greenville county, Virginia, to 
Newcomer's Depot, in Southampton county, Virginia; also, 
a mail route from Surry Court-house to Wall’s Bridge, in 


|| Surry county, in Virginia. 


On motion by Mr. GRAHAM, it was 


Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency of estab- 
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lishing a mail route from Ashville, North Carolina, by Ed- 
nysville, Mill’s Gap, and E. 8. Porter’s, to Spartansburg 
Court-house, in South Carolina. 


On motion by Mr. DEBERRY, it was 


Resolved, That the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of so amending 
the act of the 7th of June, 1832, entitled “an act supple- 
mentary to the act forthe relief of certain surviving officers 
and soldiers of the Revolution,” so as to extend the benefits 
of said act to such persons as performed the requisite ser- 
vice in the capacity of mechanics, wagoners, and boatmen, 
who were put to such service by the officers in command. 


On motion by Mr. HAYNES, it was 


Resolved, That the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of so altering 
the pension act of the 7th of June, 1832, as to authorize the 
payment of arrears of pension due to Robert Lard, late of the 
State of Georgia, deceased, to the qualified executor of said 
deceased, to be distributed in conformity to his last will and 
testament. 


On motion by Mr. COFFEE, it was 


Resolved, That the Committee on the Public Lands be 
instructed to inquire into the propriety of authorizing the 
Secretary of the Treasury, in cases where scrip may have 
been or shall be issued on military land warrants, and all 
the heirs or others interested therein shall not appear or join 
in receiving the scrip, to issue to those who shall appear or 
join, or their attorney or attorneys, their proper proportion, 
reserving in the Treasury the portion due to those who do 
not appear or join as aforesaid. 


On motion by Mr. DUNLAP, it was 


Resolved, That the Committee on Military Affairs be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of establishing an 
arsenal at Memphis, Tennessee. 


On motion by Mr. HALL, of Maine, it was 


Resolved, ‘That the Committee on Revolutionary Claims 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of allowing 
commutation to Benjamin Jones Porter, a surveyor in the 
revolutionary army. 


On motion by Mr. PEARCE, of Maryland, it 
was 

Resolved, That the memorial of Samuel Hambleton, a 
purser in the Navy of the United States, with the accom- 
panying documents, now on the files of the House, be re- 
ferred to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 


On motion by Mr. CUSHING, it was 


Resolved, That sundry memorials on the files of the House, 
and two hundred and twenty-one memorials taken from the 
files of the Senate, all presented at past sessions, and not 
yet fully disposed of, praying Congress to indemnify the 
memorialists for spoliations of their property committed by 
France prior to 1800, be referred to the Committee on For- 
eign Affairs. 


On motion by Mr. WILLIAMS, of North 
Carolina, it was 


Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency of es- 
tablishing a mail route from the Little Yadkin post office, in 
Stokes county, North Carolina, by William Wolff’s, Reeve’s 
and Johnson Clemont’s, to Rockford, in Surry county. 


On motion by Mr. BROWN, it was 


Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency of es- 
tablishing a new mail route from the village of Goshen, in 
the county of Grange, in the State of New York, by way 
of Philipsburgh, Middletown, Mount Hope,Cuddebeckville, 
Forrestburgh, Big Edny, Honesdale and Carbondale, to 
Wilkesbarre, in the State of Pennsylvania. 


On motion by Mr. SHINN, it was 


Resolved, That the Committee on Revolutionary Claims 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of granting to 
the heirs of Barney Monrow, deceased, a private soldier in 
the revolutionary war, one hundred acres of the public land, 
and that the papers now on the files of the House relating 
to that subject be referred to said committee. 


On motion by Mr. CRAIG, it was 


Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and 
Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency of 
reéstablishing the post route from Staunton, in Virginia, by 
Buffalo Gap, to Millborough, in the county of Bath. 


On motion by Mr. TALIAFERRO, it was 


Resolved, That the Committee on Revolutionary Pen- 
sions be instructed to inquire into the expediency of pro- 
viding, by law, that in all cases in which pensioners of the 
United States have, at any time, been stricken from the 
pension rolls, and have been subsequently restored by order 
of the Secretary of War, it shall be lawful for the Secreta- 
ry of War to cause the pensions accruing to all pensioners 
between the time of their suspension and restoration, to be 
paid, provided, in the opinion of the Secretary of War, it 
be just and proper to make such payment, consistently with 
the principles and provisions of the law under which each 
pensioner, thus situated, shall have been pensioned—such 
arrears of pensions to be paid out of any money in the 
Treasury not otherwise appropriated. 


On motion by Mr. PATTERSON, it was 


Resolved, That the Committee on Indian Affairs be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of making further 
appropriations for carrying on the treaty with the Wyandott 
Indians, at Upper Sandusky, in the State of Ohio. 


On motion by Mr. McCKENNAN, it was 


Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and 
Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency of 
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establishing a post route from Buckland’s Cross Roads, in 
Washington county, Pennsylvania, by Mill Creek Meeting- 


} ‘ . . . » 
| be instructed to inquire into the expediency of granting a 


house, East Liverpool, Foulkstown, Clarksen, East Fair- | 
field, and Lima, in Columbiana county, to Portiand, in | 


Trumbull county, Ohio; also, from Cross-Creek village, 
Washington county, Pennsylvania, to West Liberty, in 
Ohio county, Virginia; also from West Alexander, Wash- 
ington county, to Waynesburg, in Green county, Pennsy!- 
vania ; and that the petitions and papers on file in relation 
to those routes be referred to the said committee. 


On motion by Mr. JOHNSON, of Louisiana, | 


it was 

Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be instructed 
to inquire into the expediency of making an appropriation 
for the erection of a custom-house anda public store-house 
in the city of New Orleans. 


On motion by Mr. CHAMBERS, of Kentucky, | 


it was 


Resolved, That the Committee on Revolutionary Pen- | 


sions be directed to inquire into the expediency of restoring 
the name of Alexander Gibson, of Kentucky, to the pension 


roll, and directing the payment of the arrearages of his pen- | 


sion since its suspension by the Commissioner of Pensions. 


On motion by Mr. LYON, it was 


Resolved, That the Committee on Public Lands inquire | 


into the expediency of authorizing the Secretary of the 
Treasury to allow and pay to the register and receiver of 


the land office at Demopolis, Alabama, the amountactually | 


expended by them, in the hire of clerks in their respective 
offices, rendered necessary in the execution of the preémp- 
tion laws of 19th June, 1834, and in keeping up the business 
of their offices. 


On motion by Mr. CHAPMAN, it was 


Resolved, That the Secretary of War be directed to re- 
port to this House the papers in his office relating to the 


claim of Jubel B. Hancock to a reservation of land under | 
the fourteenth article of the treaty of Dancing Rabbitereek | 


with the Choctaws, if in his opinion the claim requires the 
action of Congress. 


On motion by Mr. KINNARD, it was 


Resolved, That the Committee on Public Lands be in- | 


structed to inquire into the expediency of establishing the 
office of surveyor-general at the seat of government of each 
State and Territory in which any of the public lands are 
situated, and of making it the duty of such surveyor to copy, 
and deposit with the Executive thereof, all the field-notes 
or surveys of the public Jands sold or unsold, and of all 
reservations of Indians, and private grants from foreign 
Governments within the State or Territory in which his 
office may be situated; and that said committee inquire 
into the expediency of making provision for a more speedy 


issue of land patents to the purchasers of the public lands. | 


On motion by Mr. LOYALL, it was 


Resolved, That the Committee on Naval Affairs be in- 


structed to inquire into the expediency of placing the mas- | 


ter workmen at the several navy-yards upon a more per- 
manent footing as to appointinent and pay. 


On motion by Mr. PEARCE, of Rhode Island, | 


it was 


structed to inquire into the expediency of making an appro- 
priation for the erection or purchase of convenient and 
roper buildings, within the State of Rhode Island, for the 
Jnited States courts holden in that State. 


On motion by Mr. LINCOLN, it was 


Resolved, That the Committee on Naval Affairs be in- 


structed to consider the propriety of continuing to Mary J. | 


Babbit, of Massachusetts, the widowed mother of Fitz 
Henry Babbit, late a lieutenant in the Navy of the United 
States on board the frigate President, Stephen Decatur, 
Esquire, Commander, who was killed in action with a 
squadron of the enemy on the 15th of January, 1815, the 
benefit of the pension granted to her for five years, from the 
19th of November. 1830, now expired by an act of Congress 
of 2d March, 1833. 


On motion by Mr. JUDSON, it was 


Resolved, That the Committee on Manufactures be in- 


structed to inquire into the expediency of promoting thc | 


culture and manufacture of silk in the United States. 
On motion by Mr. CARTER, it was 


Resolved, That the Committee on Roads and Canals be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of continuing the 
improvement commenced by the Government at the Muscle 
Shoals, in the Tennessee river, in the State of Alabama, up 


the said Tennessee river, thence up the Holston river, to || 


Kingsport, in the State of Tennessee ; and that said com- 
mittee require the Secretary of War to transmit such in- 
formation as may be in the possession of the War Depart- 
ment, in relation to the survey of said rivers by the United 
States engineers. 


On motion by Mr. LANE, it was 


Resolved, That the Committee on Public Lands be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of amending the 
act of Congress of April 5, 1832,so as to authorize any per- 
son or persons who shall have entered a quarter quarter- 
section of land, to enter any other forty acre tract, provided 
the same shall be subject to entry. 


On motion by Mr. PINCKNEY, it was 


Resolved, That the Committee on Military Affairs be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of establishing an 
arsenal of construction at or in the vicinity of Charleston, 
South Carolina. 


On motion by Mr. SPRAGUE, it was 





land warrant to the legal representatives of David Warner, 
deceased, a soldier of the late war. 


On motion by Mr. ALLAN, of Kentucky, it was 


Resolved, That the Committee of Claims be instructed to 
inquire into the expediency of reporting a bill allowing the 
same amount to William Rufus Taylor, administrator of the 
estate of Jonathan Taylor, as has been allowed by an act 
of this session to B. W. Dudley, as the executor of Charles 
Wilkins, deceased ; and that the annexed petition of said 
W. R. ‘Taylor, and that the said petition of said B. W. Dud- 
ley, now on the files of the House, be referred to said com- 
mittee. 


On motion by Mr. JONES, of Michigan, it was 


Resolved, That the Committee on Public Lands be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of establishing a 
surveyor generals office west of Lake Michigan, in the 
Territory of Michigan ; and that the committee also inquire 
into the expediency of authorizing the survey and sale of 
the lands purchased from the Saes and Fox Indians, at the 
treaty concluded at Rock Island, on the 2lst day of Sep- 
tember, 1832; and that an appropriation be made for the 
above object. 


On motion by Mr. A. H. SHEPPERD, it was 


Resolved, Thatthe Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency of es- 
tablishing a post route from Bethania, Stokes county, North 
Carolina, by Vienna and Shore’s Ferry, to Dowelitown, in 
Surry county; from Greensboro’, Guildford county, North 
Carolina, by Thompson’s Store, to Mooresville, in Orange 
county; and, also, from Milton, Caswell county, by Sar- 
geantsville, and Blackweil’s Store, to Rawlingsburg, in 
Rockingham county, North Carolina. 


On motion by Mr. W. B. SHEPARD, it was 


Resolved, That the papers now on file, relating to Roan- 
oke Inlet, be referred to the Committee on Commerce ; and 
that said committee be instructed to inquire into the expe- 
diency of a resurvey of said inlet. 

On motion by Mr. MORGAN, it was 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and 
Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency of 
establishing a post route from Polsley’s Mills, in Monanga- 
lia county, Virginia, via Arnett’s store and George Goust’s, 
to Blacksville, in said county. 


On motion by Mr. COLES, it was 


Resolved, That the Committee on Revolutionary Pen- 
sions be instructed to inquire into the expediency of granting 
to John Crump a pension for revolutionary services. 


On motion by Mr. MASON, of Ohio, it was 


Resolved, That the report, and papers accompanying the 


| same, from the Committee of Claims, at the present session, 


together with certain other papers relating to the claim of 
James McPherson, be referred back to the said committee. 


On motion by Mr. BANKS, it was 
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Resolved, That the Committee on Revolutionary Claims 


be instructed to inquire into the expediency of providing 
by law for the payment of commutation pay to William 


Resolved. That the C ittee is Jodie be in- || Amberson, of Pennsylvania, an officer in the army of the 
ved, The ommittee on the Judiciary be in- | 


Revolution. 


On motion by Mr. W. K. FULLER, it was 


Resolved, That the Committee on Invalid Pensions be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of granting an 
arrearage of pension to Daniel Shippey, a private soldier in 
the late war with Great Britain. 


Mr. ASHLEY submitted the following joint 
resolution; which was read twice, and referred to 
the Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads: 


Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives in 
Congress assembled, 'That such additional post routes as 
may be necessary to connect and form a line of communi- 
eation from Fort Towson, on Red River, via the seat of 


| justice of each county in the Territory of Arkansas and | 
| State of Missouri, bordering on the western frontier, and 


the several intermediate military posts, to Fort Des Moines 
on the Des Moines river, and thence to the town of Dubuque 
on the Mississippi river, be, and the same are hereby, estab- 
lished, to be put in operation as soon as practicable. 
RESOLUTIONS INTRODUCED. 

The following resolutions were submitted. 
Those calling for information from the Depart- 
ments were laid over for one day under a stand- 
ing rule of the House, and the remainder were 
laid on the table on the motion of Mr. Unper- 
woop, objection being made to their considera- 
tion and adoption, to wit: 


By Mr. INGERSOLL: 


Resolved, That the Clerk of this House be authorized and 
required to furnish the new members of the Twenty-Fourth 


Congress with the same books furnished to the members of | 


the Twenty-Third Congress. 


By Mr. BRIGGS: 


Resolved, That two thousand extra copies of the report 
of the committee for the monument to Captain Nathan 
Hale, be printed for the use of the House. 


By Mr. HOWARD: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Naval Affairs be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of establishing a 
naval academy. 


By Mr. GARLAND, of Virginia: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Private Land Claims || Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and 


| 


| 
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Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency of 
authorizing the Postmaster General to make reasonalle 
compensation to postmasters in cases where commissions 
on the postages allowed by law are grossly inadequate, 
arising from extraordinary labor in distributing the mails 

By Mr. WISE: 

Resolved, That a select committee, consisting of —— 
members, with power to send (or persons and papers, be 
appointed to inquire into the amountof Government pat- 
ronage to the public press in the District of Columbia, and 
into the poliey and expediency of separating the Govern 
ment patronage from the public press, and to report by bill 
or otherwise the means of so doing. 


By Mr. MERCER: 


Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be directed 
to lay before this House a statement of the disbursements 
which have been made for building the Washington bridge 
across the Potomac ; discriminating therein the cost of van 
ous Works upon the same, in wood, earth, rubble stone, or 
masonry, and all extra work contracted for or added to the 
structure of the said bridge, by order or permission of the 
Department, subsequent to the original contract therefor, 
distinguishing in like manner the description and cost of 
all such extra work; and that he alsostate the relative ele 
vation, above ordinary high tide, of the present bridge, com- 
pared with that which stood on the saine site. 

By Mr. WASHINGTON: 

Resolved by the Senate and House of Represents tives of 
the United States of America in Congress assembled, That 
Mrs. Susan Deeatur, widow of the late Conimodoré Stephen 
Deeatur, be paid trom the Navy pension fund a pension 
for five years, commenciuig trom the J0th June, lsat, in 
contormity with the provisions of the act concerning naval 
pensions and the Navy pensiou fund, passed 30th June, 1834; 
the said pension not to be liable for her responsibilities on 
account of the debts of her late husband: Provided, That 
the said pension shall cease on the death or marriage of the 
said Susan Deeatur. 

3y Mr. DENNY: 

Be it resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives 
of the United States of America in Congress assembled, 
That there be, and is hereby, granted unto the several uni- 
versities and colleges authorized by law in the several 
States, a portion of the public lands, equal in quantity to 
one township for each institution, and to consist of see- 
tions, Which the Secretary of the Treasury is hereby directed 
to select, in any district where the lands have been surveyed. 
And when the Governor of any State shall make, or cause 
to be made, a report of the names and situations of said 1n- 
stitutions in such State tothe Secretary of the Treasury, he 
shail proceed to select and designate the sections to com- 
pose the quantity ot land hereby granted to each institution; 
shall reserve the same from public sale and ‘private entry, 
give public notice thereof, and transmit patents severally 
therefor to the said institutions respectively. 

Be it further resolved by the authority aforesaid, That if 
the said lands, or any part thereof, hereby granted, or in- 
tended so to be, unto the several universities and colleges 
aforesaid, shall remain unsold at the expiration of ten years 
from the delivery of the patents, the Secretary of the Treas- 
ury, if he at that time should deem it to be expedient, shall 
cause the land so remaining unsold to be disposed of at 
public sale in the usual manner, and pay over the amount 
of such sales to the institutions respectively interested in 
the same. 


By Mr. DICKSON: 


Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of providing by law 
for the State of Mississippi an equivalent in land or money 
for the sixteenth sections which have been guarantied to said 
State within her limits by an act to authorize her to form a 
constitution and State government, and from which she is 
wholly excluded in the district of country lately ceded to 
the United States by the Chickasaw tribe of Indians. 


By Mr. HAMER: 


Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary be m- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of so amending the 
Constitution of the United States as to limit the service of 
the judges of the supreme and inferior courts to a term of 
years, and also to fix an age after which they shall be inel- 
igible to such offices. 


By Mr. CARR: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Public Lands be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of the granting a 
small bounty or donation in lands to the organized militia 
| men, rangers, and volunteers, who served in defense of 
| their country for the term of —— months on the frontier, 

during the late war with Great Britain, and to the widows 
and orphans of those who so served ; and, also, into the ex- 
pediency of making like provision for those who served in 
the Tippecanoe campaign on the Wabash, in the year 1811. 


By Mr. McCARTY: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Roads and Canale be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of a grant to the 
| State of Indiana of each alternate section of the unappro- 
| priated public lands for five miles on each side of a rail or 
turnpike road or canal, to be located upon the Detroit and 
| Chicago road, at or near White Pigeon, in Michigan, to the 
| northern extremity of the White Water canal, in the county 
| of Wayne, Indiana, to be applied to the construction of 
| Such road or canal. 


| By Mr. HANNEGAN: 


Resolved, That the Committeé on Public Lands be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of granting to the 
actual settler who shall, with his family, reside upon and 
| cultivate the same for a period of five years continuously, 
= quarter section of the unsold lands of the United 
| States. 
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ty Mr. DAVIS: 

Resolved, ‘That the Committee on Public Lands be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of granting to the 
States of Indiana and Lilimoia all the public lands for tea 
miles in width on each side of the Wabash river, from 
‘Terre Haute to its confluence with tis Ohio river, that 
shall remain unsold after the 10th of May next; the pro 
ceeds of such lands to be applied to the improvement ot the 
navigation of said river, under the direction of the above- 
mennioned States. 


By Mr. CORWIN: 


Resolved, ‘That the Secretary of the Treasury be required 
to furnish to the House of Representatives a statement to 
show what is the amount of the unsatisfied military land 
warrants issued by the United States and the State of Vir 
ginia respectively, and filed in the land office of the Uni 
ted States, prior to the first day of September, 1A35 5 also, 
10 state the amount of the land warrants of the same de 
eeription which have been filed in the land office afore 
said since the first day of September, 1635; and, also, what 
ts the probable amount oft the outetanding claims to mil t 
itary land warrants on the United States and the State of 
Virginia respectively, according to the best means in pos 
sesmon of the Secretary tor making an estimate thereot. 

By Mr. BIGGS, (atthe request of Mr. Wurrte, 
of Fiorida, who was absent:) 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Navy be directed to 
furnieh to this House a statement exbiliting the amount 
annually expended at the navy-yard of Pensacola, under 
the respective heads of appropriation, from the establish 
ment of said yard to the end of the year 1N35 5 aleo,to state 
the present condition of the wharves at aid yard; also, 
the number and condition of the houses, stores, shops, 
nheds, powder magazines, barracks, and ail other fixtures 
appertaining to said yard, ond the uses to which the said 
buildings, fixtures, &c., arc at present applied; and that he 
be further directed to (urnish an estimate exhibiting the 
mimount necessary for the construction of tumber-docks, 
wWiarvee, Walls of inclosures, marine barracks, andall other 
fixtiires necessary to place the said navy vard of Pensacola 
on a footing with the most extensive uavy-yard on the 
North Atlantic coast, so that vessels of war of the United 
States may be laid up in ordimary, refitted, repaired, and 
constructed at said navy-yard; and that the Secretary of 
the Navy be turther directed to state the number of years 
in which the above can be accomplished. 


AMENDMENTS TO THE CONSTITUTION, 
By Mr. UNDERWOOD: 


Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of 


the Concress of the United States of America, That the tol- 
lowing amendments to the Constitution thereof be proposed 
and recommended to the Legislatures of the several States 
for their ratification, to wit: 

Amend the seventh section of the first article by striking 
out the words * two thirds of,’? wherever they oecur, and 
imeert the words, ** a meajorify of all the members elected to.’ 

Amend the second section of the second article, by in- 
serting after the words * end which shail be established by 
law,’ in the second paragraph of that section, the following 
words: ** Except the Secretary of the Treasury, and such 
officers whose principal duties consist in collecting, or in re- 
ceiving, or in dishursing, or in keeping accounts concerning 
the vevenue of the United States, or any part thereof.” 

Under the general head of amendments, add the follow- 
ing articles, to wit: 

Articie XIIf. 

Sec. 1. ASecretary of the Treasury shall be annually, 
or oftener, if needful, appointed by the joint vote of the 
Senate and House of Representatives, each Senator and 
Representative having one vote. 

Sec. 2. The Seeretary of the Trensury shall nominate 
and, by and with the advice and consent of the Senate, shall 
appoint all officers whose principal duties consist either in 
collecting, or in receiving, or in disbursing, or in keeping 
necounts concerning the revenue or any part thereof. But 
Congress may, by law, vest the appointment of such inferior 
officera, Whose duties pertain to the collection, receipt, or 


disbursement of the revenue, or any part of it, as shall be | 


deemed proper, in the Secretary of the Treasury alone. 
Sec. 3. in case of the death, removal, resignation, or 
disability of the Secretary of the Treasury, the President 
of the United States shall designate some officer of the 
Treasury Department to perform the duties of the Secretary 


of the Treasury, until a successor shall have been duly | 


elected, or until the disability is removed. 

Src. 4. In case of the death, removal, resignation, or 
disability of any inferior officer connected with the Treas 
ury Department, in the collection, or receipt, or disburse- 


ment of, or in keeping accounts concerning, the revenue, or ! 


any part of it, during the recess of the Senate, the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury shall have power to fill the vacancy, 
by granting commissions which shall expire at the end of 
the next ensuing session of Congress, unless the appoint- 
ment to the vacant office had been exclusively conferred on 
him by law. 

Articié XIV. 

The tenure of all offices, except such as are specially pro- 
vided for in the Constitution, and the mode of removal trom 
office, shall be regulated by Congress. 

. Articie XV. 

Senators and Representatives shall not be eligible to any 
office on the nomination of the President, or on the nom- 
ination of the Secretary of the Treasury, during the time 
for which they were respectively elected to serve in the 
Congress of the United States, and for two years next ensu- 
ing the expiration thereof. 

Resolved, That whenever three fourths of the Legisla- 
tures of the several States shall ratify the foregoing pro- 
posed amendments, or any one or more of them, the same, 
as thus ratified, shall be valid, to all intents and purposes, 
as part of the Constitution. 
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Mr. PEYTON submitted the following joint ‘| was already before a select committee of the 


resolution: 


Resolved, That the committee, to whom was referred so 
much of the President’s message as relates to * amending 
that part of the Constitution which provides for the election 
of the President and Vice President of the United States,”’ 
be instructed to report to this House the following joint res- 
olutions toamend the Constitution of the United States, 
in relation to the election of President and Vice President 
of the United States, and for other purposes : 


Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of 
the United States of America in Congress assembled, two 
thirds of boih Houses concurring, That the following amend- 
ments to the Constitution of the United States be proposed 
tothe Legislatures of the several States, which, when rat- 
ified by the Legislatures of three fourths of the States, shall 
be valid to all intents and purposes as part of the Constitu- 
thon, to wit: 

Ist. The President and Vice President of the United States 
shall be elected for and during the term‘of six years ; and no 
person who shail have been elected President of the United 
States shall be again eligible to that office. 

2d. Hereafter the President and Vice President of the 
United States shall be chosen by the people of the respective 
States in the manner following: On the first Monday and 
succeeding Tuesday and Wednesday, in the month of Au- 
gusi, eighteen hunvred and—, and the same days in every 
sixth year thereatter, an election shall be held for President 
and Vice President of the United States, at such places and 
insuch manner as elections are held by the laws in each 
State for members of the most numerous braneh of the Legis- 
lature thereof, And the citizens of each State, who possess 
the qualifications of electors of the most numerous branch 
of the State Legislature, shall then and there, directly and 
without the intervention of electors to be appointed by the 
Buates, vote for President and Vice President of the United 
States, one of whom shall not be an inhabitant of the same 
State with themselves. And the superintendents or persons 
holding elections in each election district: shall immedi- 
ately thereafter make returnséhereorto the governor of the 
State. And it shall be the duty of the Governor, together 
with such other persous as shall be appointed by the author- 
ity of each State, to ascertain the result of said returns; 
Which returns shell be immediately certified by the Gov- 
erbor, and sent to the seat of the Government of the United 
States, to each of the Senators in Congress trom each State, 
to the President of the Senate, and to the Speaker of the 
House of Representatives. The places and manner of 
holding such elections, of canvassing the votes, making re- 
turns thereol, and ascertaining their result, shall be pre- 
seribed in each State by the Legislature thereof. Congress 
shall have the power of altering the times of holding the 
elections, (but they shall be beld on the same days through- 
out the United States,) and of altering the time herein after- 


wards prescribed for the assembling of Congress every sixth || 


year, The Congress of the United States shall be in ses- 
sion on the second Monday in October, in the year one 
thousand cight hundred and thirty ,and on the same 





| day in every sixth year thereafter; and the President of the 


Senate, in the presence of the Senate and House of Repre- 
sentitives, shall, as soon as convenient and practicable, 
proceed to open all the certificates and returns, and the 
electoral votes of the States shall be thercupon counted. 
The person having the greatest number of votes for Presi- 
dent shall be President, if such number be a majority of 
the whole number of votes given; but if no person have 
such majority, or if the person having the majority of the 
whole number of votes given shall have died before the 
counting of the votes, then a second election shall be held 
on the first Monday and succeeding Tuesday and Wednes- 
day in the month of December then next ensuing; which 
second clecuon shall be conducted, the returns made, the 
votes counted, and the result of the election in each State 
certified by the Governor, in the same manner as in the 
first, and the final result of the election shall be ascertained 
in the same manner as the first, and at such time as shall 
be fixed by law, or resolution of Congress ; and the person 
having the greatest number of votes tor President shall be 
President, if such number be a majority of the whole num- 
ber of votes given; but if two or more persons shall have 
received an equal and the highest number of votes at the 
second election, or if the person who shall have received 
the majority of the whole number of votes given at the 
second election shall have died before the counting of the 
votes, then the House of Representatives shall choose one 


of the remaining number of the persons voted for for Presi- | | 


dent, in the manner now prescribed by the Constitution. 
The person having the greatest number of votes for Vice 
President at the first election shall be Vice President, if 
such number be a majority of the whole number of votes 
given; and if no person shal} have received such majority, 
or if the person who shall have received a majority of the 


| whole number of votes given shall have died betore the 


counting of the votes, then, of the person having the two 
highest number of votes the Senate shall choose one for 
Vice President; but if two or more persons shall have the 
highest, and an equal number of votes, then the Senate 


shall choose a Vice President from the persons having the | 


highest number of votes. 

3d. No Senator or Representative shall, during the time 
for which he was elected, and the continuance in office of 
a President in whose term of service he shall have acted, 
be appointed to any office or employment, or hold or make 
any contract, with or under the authority of the United 
States. 

4th. When the House of Representatives shall choose a 
President, no person who shall have been a member of, or 


| elected to, that House at the time of making the choice, 


shall, during the continuance in office of the President so 
chosen, be appointed to any office or employment, or hold 


ormake any contract with or under the authority of the 
United States. 


Mr. DROMGOOLE referred to the fact that 
the subject embraced in the foregoing resolutions 


|| House, of which he was chairman. That com- 
' mittee had made some progress in the considera- 
tion of the matterunder their charge. He thought, 
therefore, that the proposition of the gentleman 
| from Tennessee ought to be laid on the table. 
| The resolutions were then laid on the table. 
REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 
| Mr. JOHNSON, of Kentucky, from the Com- 
| mittee on Military Affairs, reported a bill pro- 
| viding for the payment of the volunteer and 
| militia corps in the service of the United States, 
_and for other purposes; which was read twice, 
| and committed. 
| Mr. THOMAS, from the select committee on 
| the banks of the District of Columbia, reported 
| with an amendment the bill from the Senate to pro- 
| long the charters of the Bank of Columbia, of 
Georgetown, and the Bank of Alexandria, of the 
city of Alexandria; which was committed. 
| On motion by Mr. REYNOLDS, of Illinois, 
' the House adjourned. 





IN SENATE. 
Monpay, February 15, 1836. 


A message was received from the President of 
| the United States, by Mr. Donexson, his Private 
| Secretary, transmitting a report from the Secre- 
tary of State relative to our relations with France, 
made in compliance with a resolution of the 
Senate; which was referred to the Committee on 
| Foreign Relations. 

The CHAIR communicated a report from the 
| Secretary of the Treasury, made in compliance 
with a resolution of the Senate, inquiring whether 
the supply of gold at the Mint of the United 
States 1s sufficient. The report says the supply 
_ is not sufficient, and recommends the passage of 
/an act authorizing the purchase of gold bullion 

and foreign gold coins for the purpose; and, 
| On motion by Mr. WEBSTER, it was re- 
| ferred to the Committee on Finance. 
The CHAIR also communicated a report from 
the Treasury Department, made in compliance 
| with shavasiibudien of the Senate of the 3d instant, 
_ showing what balances of former appropriations 
constituted the unexpended balances of appropri- 
‘| ations at the end of the last year; which was also 
|| referred to the Committee on Finance. 
| Mr. NAUDAIN presented the memorial of e 
/ number of owners of vessels navigating the Del- 
| aware, praying for an appropriation for deepen- 
| ing the entrance of Christiana river; which was 
| referred to the Committee on Commerce. 
| Mr. HENDRICKS presented memorials of 
| the Indiana Legislature, praying that an act may 
be passed making an appropriation for horses 
lost in the late Indian campaigns, and praying for 
' a donation of land for the construction of a rail- 
| road; which were referred to the appropriate com- 
| mittees. 

Mr. TALLMADGE presented the petition of 
Thomas Ketchum; which was referred to the 
, Committee on the Judiciary. 
| Mr. EWING, of Ohio, presented the petition 
| of sundry citizens of Ohio, praying for the re- 
| moval of a land office; which was laid on the table. 
Mr. DAVIS presented the memorial of Means 
‘| Clark; which was referred to the Committee on 
\*Commerce. 
| Mr. WHITE presented the petition of Non- 
| deshaman, alias Peter Naggs, a Chippewa Indian; 
| which was referred to the Committee on Indian 
| Affairs. 
| Mr. WRIGHT presented the petition of Albert 
| Pauling, praying for arrears of pension; which 
, was referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. WRIGHT also presented the memorial of 
| the Board of Trade of the city of New York, 
| praying further and speedy legislation on the 
'| subject of the relief of the sufferers by the late fire 
1 in that city; which was referred to the Committee 
| | 





on Finance. 

| Mr. EWING, of Illinois, presented the memo- 
| rial of sundry citizens of Chicago, praying for 
| the construction of a light-house at the mouth of 
‘| Grand Calumet; which was referred to the Com- 
|| mittee on Commerce. 

| Mr. NILES presented the petition of W. H. 
'| Freeman, lieutenant colonel of the marine corps, 
‘I setting forth the evils and grievances which the 
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titioners and other officers of that corps suffer 
from the act of Congress of the 30th June, 1834, 
and praying for the repeal or alteration of the 
same; Which was referred to the Committee on 
Naval Affairs. 

Mr. BUCHANAN presented the memorial of 
sundry inspectors of the port of Philadelphia, and 
of several merchants of that city, praying that 
the salaries of said inspectors may be increased; | 
which was referred to the Committee on Com- 
merce. 

Mr. LEIGH presented the petition of Stephen 
McCormick, praying for the renewal of a patent; 
which was referred to the Committee on the Ju- 
diciary. 

Mr. TOMLINSON presented the petition of 
John Powell; which was referred to the Commit- 
tee on Pensions. 

Mr. BENTON presented the petition of Bar- 
bara Bosworth; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Pensions. 

REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 

Mr. LEIGH, from the Committee on Revolu- 
tionary Claims, made unfavorable reports on 
several petitions that had been referred to that 
committee. | 

Mr. L., from the same committee, to which had 
been referred the petition of the legal represent- 
atives of William Ramsey, reported a bill for 
their relief; which was read, and ordered to a 
second reading. 

Mr. HUBBARD, from the same committee, to 
which had been referred the petition of the legal 
representatives of Captain Robert White, re- 
ported a bill for their relief; which was read, and 
ordered to a second reading. 

Mr. H., from the same committee, reported, 
without amendment, the bill for the relief of the 
legal representatives of Robert Stark. 

Mr. HITE, from the same committee, to 
which the petition of the heirs of Captain Samuel 
Jones had been referred, made an unfavorable 
report thereon; and the committee was discharged 
from the further consideration thereof, 

RESOLUTIONS. 1] 

Mr. WEBSTER submitted the following reso- || 
lution; which lies on the table one day: } 

Resolved, That the Committee on Pensions be instructed | | 
to inquire into the expediency of granting to Stephen Bo- || 


hanan a pension, on account of the disability incurred by 
hiin in the service of the United States in the late war. 


Mr. TIPTON submitted the following resolu- 
tion; which was considered and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Seeretary of War be requested to pre- 
pare and transmit to the Senate a statement showing the 
effective force of the Army of the United States, and the 
pay and the emoluments allowed by law to each. 


Mr. PORTER submitted the following resolu- 
tion; which was rejected : 
Resolved, That for the remainder of the present session, 


the Friday of each week shall be devoted to the consider- 
ation of bills. 


CLAIMS OF MASSACHUSETTS. 


The bill authorizing the Secretary of War to 
receive additional evidence in support of the claims || 
of the State of Massachusetts for services, dis- | 
bursements, and expenditures during the late war, || 
was read the third time and passed. 

STEPHEN CRITTENDEN. 


The bill for the relief of Stephen Crittenden w 
also read the third time, and passed. 


RESOLUTIONS AGREED TO. 


The resolutions submitted by Messrs. LINN | 
and PRENTISS, and lying on the table, were 
severally considered and agreed to. 

HISTORY OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA. 

The resolution submitted by Mr. SOUTH- 
ARD, directing the Secretary of the Senate to 
cause to be compiled and printed, for the use of 
the Senate, the documentary history of the Dis- 
trict of Columbia, was considered. 

Mr. KING moved to refer it to the Committee 
on the Contingent Fund of the Senate, with in- 
structions to report what documents are necessary 
to be printed, and the probable expense to be in- 
noe ; and after a debate in which Messrs. 
KING, SOUTHARD, BENTON, WRIGHT, 
and — took part, the motion to refer was 
carried. 


| } 








SLAVERY IN THE DISTRICT. 
The Senate then proceeded to the consideration 


of the petition of the Society of Friends of Lancas- 
ter county, Pennsylvania, praying for the aboli- 
tion of slavery in the District of Columbia; the 
question being the preliminary one demanded by 
Mr. Cacuown, ‘ Shall the 


journed. 


| tion of slavery. 


| Sent. 
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vetition be received ?”’ 


Messrs. TALLMADGE, MOORE, SWIFT, 


and NILES severally addressed the Senate on 
the subject; after which, 


On niotion by Mr. BLACK, the Senate ad- 
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Mr. PIERCE, of New Hampshire, rose (he 


| said) to ask the indulgence of the House for per- 
| mission to repel an assault which had been made 
upon his personal character and impugning his 
| veracity. 
occasion, trespassed on the 
nor should he have asked t 
had the assault been confined to the columns of 
a newspaper. 
| ate of the United States. 
| ever, take that occasion to say, that so far as the 
Senator who brought that paper forward was 
concerned, that gentleman [Mr. Carnoun] had 
made to Mr. P. all the apology he deemed neces- 
sary; and he now asked permission merely to 


Mr. P. said that he rarely, on any 
——— of the House, 
1e present indulgence, 


But it had been read in the Sen- | 
Mr. P. would, how- | 


y to the attack made upon him. 


repl 
Mr. MERCER rose in his place and objected. || 
Mr. PIERCE moved asuspension of the rules. || 


Mr. UNDERWOOD asked for the yeas and 


nays; but the House refused to order them, and 
the rules were suspended without a count. 


Mr. PIERCE then proceeded, and returned 


his thanks to the House for the kindness mani- 
fested towards him, personally, on that occasion. 
|There were a variety of reasons that should 
‘| deter him from long trespassing upon the pa- 
| tience of the House; one was, that the state of 
his health that morning was such, that he was | 
utterly unable to speak for any considerable 
length of time. 
|on Monday last, upon the resolutions of the 
honorable member from South Carolina, [Mr. 
| Pinckney] as declaratory of the indisposition of 
that House to entertain debate upon the unfor- | 


He considered the vote taken 


tunate and deeply-exciting question of the aboli- 


House, and due to his constituents as their 
representative. 


he article to which Mr. P. referred was con- | 
| tained in an abolition paper, printed at the capital 

| of the State he had the honor, in part, to repre- | 
The paper (said Mr. P.) was too insignifi- | 


cant and too odious, in the eyes of his constit- 


_uents, to claim the slightest attention from him 
| for any statement which might appear in its col- 
| umns, but for the circumstance that it had been 
‘read in another branch of Congress, at the in- | 


stance of an honorable member of the United 
States Senate. 


fectly satisfactory. The gentleman had no design 
of attacking Mr. P., but in rushing to the partic- 
ular object, he had swept him along with it. 
From the course Mr. P. had taken upon this ques- 


tion, not only in that House, but everywhere else, || 
at all times, and on all occasions, he could not | 
but anticipate the denunciation of the northern | 


Abolitionists. But he had a right to expect that 
at least no southern gentleman would have, in 
any way, become instrumental in publishing an 
incendiary article, which was equally unjust both 
to Mr. P. and to his constituents. Whether, as 
has been said, there be incidentally a conjunction 
between two parties of this Union, to shake it to 
its center, it was not for him to say, but he would 


express his belief that there was sufficient patriot- | 
ism and moral firmness in the sunny South, and | 


patriotism and moral firmness enough among the 
snow-capped hills of the North, to put down 
agitators, if they existed in both sections of 
the country, and to transmit an unbroken Union 
to posterity, with all the rights and privileges 
secured by the Constitution, and now ha pily 
enjoyed under it. That he might be perfectly 


1} 


This was the reason why he | 
| had taken the present course, instead of waiting | 
|| for amore favorable opportunity to express what 

he thought due to himself, as a member of the | 


So far as that gentleman was con- | 
cerned, he would again take occasion to say that | 
| the explanations made by him, both promptly in 
| his place, and to Mr. P. subsequently, were per- 


185 


understood, he would send to the clerk’s table 
_ the paper which had been read in the Senate: 


[The article was then read by the Clerk, as fol- 

lows:]} 

| Hon. Prankiis Prernce.—An honorable member from 
New Hampshire (Mr. Prercg) has said that not one in 
five hundred of his coastituents were in favor of the object 
of these petitions,”* [for the abolition of slavery in the Dis- 
trict of Columbia. )]—Mr. Slade’s speech. 

“* Figures will not lie,’ though the Representatives of the 
people sometimes do. ‘ Facts are stubborn things,’ even 
when opposed by the magisterial ipse divit of lawyers and 
legistators. The truth of these apothegms, ‘ the honorable 
member from New Hampshire’ has undoubtedly learned 
before now. The present, however, is an occasion when 
he may be taught another lesson. He asserts * that not one 
in five hundred of his constituents are in favor’ of peti- 
tioning Congress to abolish slavery in the District of Colum- 
bia. We wonder where his constituents reside. Not, cer- 
tainly, in New Hampshire, if this account of them is correct. 
Such an assertion is a libel onthe views and feelings of the 
people of this State; facts and figures will prove it so. 

“The number of inhabitants in New Hampshire, in 1830, 
over twenty years of age, was 133,313. Now, we have lying 
before us, from some six towns Only, petitions, to which are 
affixed, by their own sign manual, the names of more than 
seven hundred individuals. Besides these, there have been 
procured, in a single town in Strafford county, the signatures 
of more than three hundred legal voters. Another town in 
the same county will furnish nearly six hundred, another 
about three hundred, and others upwards of two hundred 

| each. These signatures have been obtained with compar- 
atively but little exertion. But these are not all, as Mr. 
| Prerce will find before the present*session of Congress 
| closes. Large petitions have already been sent on, and others 
are still in circulation. From these facts we may safely cal- 
culate that more than four thousand persons will send in their 
petitions, not, however, by a dough-face like Mr. Prrace, 
tor the abolition of slavery in the District of Columbia. Let 
us, then, test the correctness of the honorable gentleman’s 
assertion by the following calculations: The present popu- 
lation over twenty vears of age being 133,313 ; then 133,313; 
4,000==33; thus showing that, instead of only one in five hun 
dred being in favor of such petitions, one in thirty-three 
has already signed them, besides numerous others who are 
|| ready to do the same. If Mr. Pierce is as grossly ignorant 
| of the general interests of his constituents as he is of their 
| feelings and views in regard to slavery, we advise him to 
resign his seat immediately and prepare himself to repre- 
| sent them by spending the ensuing year in traveling among 
| them, and making inquiry into their condition and opinions, 
If he should do this, and if he should faithfully portray, in 
the course of his tour, the various scenes he has witnessed 
at the eapital of this Republic, and under the very banner 
| of our freedom, the prison-house in which luman beings 
are incarcerated for the crime of color—the auction scene, 
| where men, women, and children are sold like brutes to 
| the highest bidder—the violent and ruthless breaking up of 
families, and all the social relations of life—the separation 
of husband and wife, parent and child—the gloomy coftle— 
the heart-breaking procession of victims bending their way 
in chains to the far South—the bloody lash and savage 
voice of the foul driver—the tear, the groan, and the clank 
ing manacle—if he will portray all this, and then, as a 
peroration, recount his own conduct in regard to abolishing 
the accursed system of which the above incidents consti- 
tute only a part, we assure him, from our knowledge of hu- 
nan nature, that ‘ his constituents’ will never trouble him 
to represent them again, but will permit him to retire in 
otium cum dignitate, to private life.”’ 


Mr. P. proceeded. The text of this article 
| purported to have been taken from the speech of 
an honorable member of that House, [Mr.Srape, 
| of Vermont.] It so happened that Mr. P. was 
not present at the time that declaration was made, 
and he was first made acquainted with it by an 
| honorable member from South Carolina, but it 
| was then too late to do what he would have done 
| on the occasion had he been present. If the gen- 
tleman who made that remark had any evidence 


in his possession upon which the conviction of 
Mr. P.’s error was made, he should be glad to 
have that evidence. If not, until that gentleman 
had associated as freely with Mr. P’s constitu- 
| ents as he had done, and consequently had the 


| same opportunity of knowing their opinions and 
| sentiments as he had, he must be permitted to 
| take his own judgment in preference to the gen- 
tleman’s. 

Mr. P. said he ~as not mistaken. It was diffi- 
cult in any case to prove a negative; it would be 
impossible in this. But while the yeomanry of 
New Hampshire refuse to entertain, refuse ohne 
|| incendiary lectures, and while they refuse to send 
in petitions for the abolition of slavery in this 
'| District or elsewhere, what is the inference? Are 
they to be charged with a disposition to invade 
| our rights and wrest from you your property? 
ir, (said Mr. P.,) it would be astrange deduction; 
and yet itis the only logie by which his constitu- 
|| entscould be made to entertain incendiary designs, 
|| or their Representative be charged with a false 
|| statement. No age or country had ever been free 
from fanatics; no age or country had ever been 
without enthusiasts; and, consequently, no doc- 














































































Ps 
re 
ae 


- 


alee 28 


— a a 


eagey 


Rea, 


ooh 


186 


ee 





their advocates, and*none too visionary to find 
support; and with equal justice and propriety | 
might the whole people of New York be charged | 
with being followers of Matthias, as the people 
of New Hampshire for favoring the designs of the | 
K napps, and Garrisons,aud Thompsons, because 
some one or two adherents of those individuals 

might be found among them. The feelings of his | 
constituents were strong, and had been fully de- 


monstrated, 
What were the remarks for which he had been | 
arraigne d, not only before the publie, but before | 


the Senate of the United States, as having been 


guilty of untruth ip his place en that floor? What | 
he said was, that there was no such disposition 


among the people of his section of the country 


as that indicated by the gentleman, [Mr. Siape:] 
and that not one ina hundred of Mr. P.’s con- | 


stituents who did not entertain the most sacred 
recard for the rights of their southern brethren, 
and not one in five hundred who would not have 
those rights protected at any and every hazard, 
When he made thatremark, he did not, of course, 


intend to include the children, who knew not what | 


they did, nor the ladies, who, in their proper 
sphere, had his hirhest respect and veneration, 


He meant to speak of the yeomanry of his coun- | 
With this qualification, he | 
was prepared to reassert all he said before. He | 
Within the last six months, | 
as every one there must know, the subject of | 
abolition had been much agitated in public, and | 


try, the legal voters, 
would go further. 
che had never seen yet the first Abolitionist, man, 


woman, or child, within his knowledge, in the 
distrietin which he resided. 


Mr. P. also understood, that since he had made | 


this statement, a report had gone forth from 
member to member of the House prejudicial to 
his character. It was this, that petitions had 
been received there, and were there, with a large 
number of names upon them, praying the aboli- 
tion of slavery in this District, and that his col- 


leagues and himself had held them back. He | 


now had a member in his eye who, he under- 


stood, had heard that statement, and he called || 


upon that gentleman to state how the fact was. 

Mr. HEISTER explained, that the report he 
had heard was, that there would be petitions sent 
on from the gentleman’s district, with four or five 
thousand signatures attached to them. Mr. H. 
had heard nothing of their having come on. 


Mr. PIERCE said, that was partly what he | 
understood—that petitions had been signed by four | 


or five thousand names for the abolition of slavery 
within the District of Columbia. Heshould regret 
exceedingly if any member, or any man living, 
could suppose him capable of stating in his place 
in that House, or anyWhere else, what was an 
untruth. Before, however, he proceeded to the 
**mathematics’’ of this article, he would propound 


a single inquiry. He wanted toknow if he wasin | 


error, and if any gentleman had in his possession, | 
or had sent to him, any petition from New Hamp- 
shire for the abolition of slavery in this District? 
If he had, Mr. P. trusted he would do him the 
justice to state the fact. 

Mr. BORDEN said, he had a petition of that 
character. 

Mr. PIERCE wished to see it. 

Mr. BOX DEN said it was on the Clerk’s table, 
having been presented on a former day. 

Mr. PIERCE wished to know the number of 
signatures on it, and whether they were males, 
females, or children ? 

Mr. BORDEN replied that he could not tell. 

Mr. PIERCE desired the Clerk to send for it. 
He again called the attention of the House to the 
article before referred to. The editor said he had 
already seven hundred signatures, and then went 
on to add that, in all human probability, six hun- 
dred legal voters would sign it in one township, 
and in another three hundred, in another two 
hundred, &c. Then, what does he do? He 
takes the number of individuals in the State over 
twenty years of age, and then assumes his pre- 





thirty-three in that State were in favor of Aboli- 
uonism. 

With regard to the petition already presented, 
he should have supposed that it would have been 


sent to some member of the delegation. He was || ask the gentleman from New Hampshire if he | 


: ae ion ae 
trines, however preposterous, would be without 


i| 
| 
| 
sumptive divisor to show that one out of every | 
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not aware that such a petition was here as the 
one he held in his hand, until since the abusive 
article was read in the Senate on Friday last. 
It was from the town of Plymouth, in the county 
of Grafton, and was sent to his colleague, [Mr. 
urns,] then and no confined to his room by 
sigkness. 

Mr. P. then referred to the signers of the peti- 
tion—about two hundred and thirty in number— 
all of whom were females and children, not one 
male signature among them; and, to show how 
they must have been got up, there were fifteen 
signatures all of the name of George! And he 
learned from his sick colleague that the greater 
portion of them were children. He would be 
much surprised if the petition presented by the 
gentleman from Massachusetts was not of the 
same character. 

Mr. P. took that occasion to state another fact. 
Since he had the honor to address the House at 
an early period of the session, primary meetings 
of the people of New Hampshire had been held 
in every single county, in which almost every 
township had been represented, and they had 
there investigated his statements and eames 
this subject. Strong resolutions had been adopted 
at all of them upon this very subject, with, as he 
believed, but three dissenting voices; and those 
of his own county had been adopted unanimously. 

Mr. P. then read them, as follows: 

* Resolred, That the regulation of master and slave is a 


matier exclusively within the reguiation of the States in | 
which if exists, and that any interference by the inhabitants | 


of other States in regard to it is not only unauthorized and 
intrusive, but faithless and dishonorable, as being against 


the letter and spirit of the sacred compact which binds us | 


together. 
** Resolved, That those who promote inflammatory discus- 


sions, and are guilty of disseminating among the slaves of | 
| the South publications, the tendency of which is to excite 


servile insurrection, are regarded by us as persons prompted 


by the most reckless wickedness, or by an insane fanati- | 


cism, fully as mischievous in its consequences.’ 


Let him ask, then, whether, after such an ex- 
pression from his own county, and from the 
people of his State generally, he was to be held 
up as having stated what was untrue? After such 
testimony as this, was the State he had the honor 


| in part to represent to be arraigned upon the 
| authority of a worthless and miserable incendiary 
| editor? Mr. P. then referred to the other petition 

presented by Mr. Borpen,and it was found, with | 


the exception of about thirty, to be all signed by 


females. Mr. P. said he could adduce many other | 
facts, that would show conclusively that there 


was hardly a difference among the yeomanry of 
his State. 


Mr. P. was not only charged in this article with | 


an inaccuracy of statement, but there was applied 


| to him an epithet that had been made notorious 
in consequence of having been used ona memor- | 
| able occasion by one of the ablest debaters of 


any age; at the North it was understood to desig- 
nate a ** craven-spirited man.’’? Mr. P. said he 
would not intentionally injure the feelings of any 
man; he would not provoke an assault; but he 


| would take occasion to say in his place there, 


once for all, that if any gentleman chose to take 
that statement as correct, he might put Mr. P.’s 
spirit to the test when, and where, and how he 
pleased. Mr. P. said he was too unwell to pro- 
ceed, and he would conclude by expressing a hope 
that, if ever hereafter his character should be ar- 
raigned, intentionally or unintentionally, it would 
be upon no better authority than that of a worth- 


less editor of an incendiary abolition publica- | 
| tion, 


Mr. PICKENS said, as to the paper which 
had been read, he had never seen it. He had 
only to remark that the reading of it in the Sen- 
ate had, he understood, been only with a view to 
show presumptively that the Abolitionists were 


more numerous than an honorable Senator [Mr. | 


Hitt} declared them to be. 


Mr. HAMMOND asked the permission of the | 
House to put a single question to the gentleman | 
from New Hampshire. 

| It being objected to, Mr. H. moved to suspend | 
the rule, and stated that the point he wished to | 
inquire about concerned himself personally. | 


The motion was agreed to, and the rule was sus- 
pended. 


Mr. HAMMOND then said he wished to | 














intended in any part of the remarks he had just 
| made to charge, directly or indirectly, that there 
| was any connection between any two partie 
_ this country, of one of which he (Mr. H.) was 
a member, for the purpose of dissolving the 


8S in 


Union? 
Mr. PIERCE replied that he had not said so, 


and had not intended to say so. 


Mr. HAMMOND said he was perfectly satis. 
fied. 
The SPEAKER announced the special order 
being the appropriation bills. . 
Mr. MASON, of Virginia, moved to suspend 
the rules, for the purpose of calling the States 
for petitions; which was agreed to. 


PETITIONS, MEMORIALS, ETC. 
Petitions and memorials were then presented 


b r 
ii EVANS, JARVIS, HALL, BAI. 


| LEY, and MASON, of Maine. 


Mr. CUSHMAN, of New Hampshire. 
SLAVERY IN THE DISTRICT. 


Mr. BRIGGS presented a petition, praying the 
abolition of slavery in the District of Columbia, 

Mr. WISEdemanded the question of reception, 
and inquired whether it was the understanding 
of the Chair, that all the memorials heretofore 
presented, and those to be hereafter offered, were, 
as a matter of course, to be referred to the select 
committee, under Mr. Pinckney’s resolution? 

The CHAIR replied, that the memorials here- 
tofore received had been referred to the select 
committee. As it regarded those to be hereafter 
offered, that question was not now before the 
House. The motion of the gentleman from Vir- 
ginia, not to receive the present petition, was in 
order. 

Mr. WISE inquired whether it was competent 
to debate his motion ? 

The CHAIR said it was. 

Mr. WISE said that they could not turn the 
wheels of time backward; an understanding of 


| the question of the abolition of slavery must be 


had now or never. He did not consider that the 
question of abolition was settled, or could be set- 
tled, by any evasive measures. Be it remem- 
bered by the people of this country, that it was 


| not the people of the South, or their Representa- 


tives, who introduced this subject before the Con- 
gress of the United States. Be it remembered, 
that it was the people of the North who got up 
abolition petitions, and their Representatives who 
presented them, that introduced that subject; and, 
if there be agitation and agitators, the people and 
Representatives of the South are not concerned 
init. They deprecate the agitation of that sub- 
ject in Congress and elsewhere. The people of 
the South have protested against it inevery form; 
but still you will receive those petitions, refer, 
and legislate upon them; and it is time that the 
South were acting. At the beginning of the 
session, when the States were first called for res- 
olutions, be it remembered by all, that a gentle- 
man from Maine [Mr. Jarvis] offered resolutions 
upon the subject; and when the whole subject 
was brought before the House by the northern 
Representatives, were southern men to be silent? 
If the Representatives of the South had remained 
silent when the subject of legislation upon south- 
ew rights was brought up by northern Repre- 
sentatives, they would have been recreant to their 
constituents and to the whole South. Strange, in- 
deed, was it that a southern man should make a 
charge of agitation against the South, and come 
forward with an evasive proposition, at a time 
when gentlemen were ready to give the southern 
people the resolutions they wished! That a 


| southern Representative should have done so was 


astonishing, and he hissed him and spurned him 
as a deserter from the principles of the South! 

The SPEAKER called Mr. Wise to order, 
and said that the gentleman must take his seat. 
Mr. Wise remained standing, and the Speaker 
repeated that he was called to order, and he must 
be seated. Mr. Wise still remained on the floor, 
and the Speaker, in reiterating the call to order, 
appealed to the House to sustain the decorum of 
the body. 

Various members in every part of the House 
now called to order, and Mr. Wise resumed his 
seat. 
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M 
gentleman have leave to proceed. 

Mr. GARLAND, of Louisiana, called for the 
yeas and nays; which were ordered. 

Mr. ADAMS said he understood the usual 
course to be, that the words of the gentleman 
must be taken down, and then he must be asked 
whether he acknowledged those to be his words; 
and he moved that the words be taken down, and 
the gentleman so interrogated. 

The CHAIR said he had directed the Clerk to 
take down the words of the gentleman, and they 
would be read. 

The words were then read by the Clerk, as 
follows: *‘ He hissed him and spurned him as a 
deserter from the principles of the South.”’ 

Mr. WISE denied having used those words. 

Mr. GRANGER asked if the House must not 
then pass upon those words, and say whether they 
were the words of the gentleman or not? 

The CHAIR said yes. 

Mr. PATTON said he must hear witnesses 


+. WILLIAM B. SHEPARD moved thatthe | 


nor to insult him personally; but he had a right 
to characterize hi8 acts in what terms he pleased. 
Mr. W. said he did use the words, ** hiss him as 
a deserter from the principles of the South;’’ and 
if he could not characterize his measures in such 
terms, he could not understand what was the 
freedom of speech. If there was anything odious 
in the terms he had used towards the genueman, 
he disclaimed it. 

The CHAIR then varied the words according 
to the terms just avowed by the gentleman, viz: 
‘* He hissed him as a deserter from the principles 
of the South.’’ 

After some further explanations by the Speak- 


| er, in answer to inquiries by Messrs. Wise, Part- 
| TON, and VinTon, 


Mr. PINCKNEY expressed the hope that the 


gentleman from Virginia would be permitted to 


before he could decide, as he did not hear the | 


gentleman. . oS 

Mr. WISE then asked leave to explain; which 
Jeave being granted, 

Mr. W. said he thanked the House most kindly 
for their indulgence. He thanked them, and was | 
gratified to see that there was no power upon the | 
throne, nor beneath the throne, that could tie the 
tongue of debate. He would not pretend to say 


he did not; and there were words taken down | 


which he was reminded he had not said. He || 
hoped the House would take the usual course, || 


and that it would not make an example of so | 
humble a person as himself. 

Mr. ADAMS said he understood the gentle- | 
man to deny the words taken down; but, if Mr. 
A. understood the gentleman correctly, he said he | 
was not able to say what words he had uttered. 

Mr. WISE remarked that, although he could 
not undertake to say, precisely, the words he had | 
used, he did non 0 to say that he had not | 
used the words taken down. 

Mr. PATTON did not deny the right of the 
House to take the question, but he could not vote 
on the question pro or con. 

Mr. BOULDIN asked to be excused from vot- 
ing, because he was not within hearing when the 
words were spoken. He did not expect to get by 
testimony the exact words spoken with the con- 
text, without which the meaning of no wordscan 
be sufficiently understood to say certainly whether 
they be in order or out of order. 

Mr. ADAMS said he was under the necessity 
of asking to be excused from voting on the ques- | 
tion, because he could not say whether they were 
the words of the gentleman or not. As the gen- | 
tleman had denied them, his impression would be | 
that they were not his words; but the rights of | 
two members were involved in the question: the 
rights of the gentleman from Virginia, oe mo) 
and the rights of the member injured and insulte 
if the words were used. If in denying the words | 
the gentleman had stated that he meant nothing 
personal, he would have been satisfied. 

Mr. WISE said he did not know that he had 
a right to explain, as the right had been refused | 
him by the Chair 

The CHAIR said the gentleman had a right to 
explain, if he chose to avail himself of it. 

Mr. WISE thanked the Chair most graciously. 
He meant to make no personal attack upon the 
queues from South Carolina, [Mr. Pinckney. } 

e meant to attack his resolution—to maintain 
the principles of his own (Mr. W’s.) resolution, 
and the principles of the South. He meant to 
characterize the course of the gentleman as trea- 
son to the South. He did not attack his motives; 
God only knew his motives. If there be in this 
House a Judas Iscariot, who has received his 
thirty pieces of silver, he knew it not. 

Mr. PINCKNEY here rose and interrupted the 
remarks of Mr. Wise. Sir, (said he,) this mat- 
ter is progressing rather too far. I ask the per- 
mission of the House to say a word or two. 

The CHAIR called to order. The gentleman 
from Virginia was in possession of the floor. 

Mr. WISE continued: He wished to be dis- 
tinctly understood that he did not attack the 
motives of the gentleman from South Carolina, | 





proceed. 

The CHAIR said that the pending question 
could not be debated. 

Mr. INGERSOLL next attempted to address 
the House, but was called to order, and took his 
seat. 

Mr. W. B. SHEPARD withdrew his motion 
to — the gentleman from Virginia to proceed. 

Mr. WISE again repeated that the words 


| which he had used were, ‘ that in reference to 


the course of the member from South Carolina, 
{Mr. Pinckney,] he hissed himasa deserter from 


| the principles of the South on the abolition ques- 
what words he did utter; but he would say what || 


tion.’’ 


The SPEAKER decided these remarks out of 
order. 


Mr. WISE appealed from the decision of the 


| Chair, but subsequently withdrew the appeal. 





| 


Mr. BELL moved that Mr. Wise be permitted 
roceed with his remarks. 

fr. GARLAND, of Virginia, called for the 
yeas and nays; which were ordered; and were 
as follows: 

YEAS — Messrs. Heman Allen, Ashley, Bailey, Beale, 
Bell, Bond, Bouldin, Boyd, Briggs, Bunch, John Calhoon, 
William B. Calhoun, Campbell, Carter, John Chambers, 
Childs, Nathaniel H. Claiborne, Clark, Cleveland, Coffee, 
Coles, Conner, Corwin, Cushing, Deberry, Denny, Drom- 
goole, Everett, Forester, French, William K. Fuller, Gal- 


to 


| braith, James Garland, Rice Garland, Glascock, Graham, 


Granger, Graves, Grennell, Griffin, Hiland Hall, Hammond, 
Hard, Hardin, Harlan, Harper, Albert G. Harrison, Haw- 
kins, Haynes, Heister, Holsey, Howard, Hunt, Huntsman, 
Ingersoll, Jenifer, Joseph Johnson, Henry Johnson, Kin- 
nard, Lawler, Lawrence, Lay, Love, Loyall, Lucas, Lyon, 
John Y. Mason, Maury, McComas, McKay, MeKennan, 
Mercer, Milligan, Morgan, Morris, Owens, Patton, James 
A. Pearce, Pettigrew, Peyton, Phillips, Pickens, Pinckney, 
Potts, Reed, Rencher, Roane, Robertson, Russell, William 


B. Shepard, Augustine H. Shepperd, Shields, Sloane, Stan- | 


defer, Steele, Storer, Taliaferro, Thomas, John Thomson, 
Waddy Thompson, Towns, Turner, Underwood, Vinton, 
Webster, White, Lewis Williams, and Sherrod Williams— 
11). 

NAYS — Messrs. Adams, Ash, Bean, Beaumont, Boon, 
Brown, Bynum, Cambreleng, Carr, Casey, Bovee, George 
Chambers, Chaney, Chapin, Craig, Cramer, Crane, Cush- 
man, Darlington, Dickerson, Doubleday, Dunlap, Effner, 
Fairfield, Farlin, Fowler, Fry, Philo C. fuller, Gillet, 
Grantland, Haley, Joseph Hall, Hamer, Samuel 8. Harri- 
son, Hazeltine, Henderson, Hoar, tiubley, Huntington, 
Ingham, William Jackson, Jabe.. Jackson, Janes, Jarvis, 
Richard M. Johnson, Cave Jobnson, Benjamin Jones, Jud- 
son, Kennon, Kilgore, Lane, Lansing, Gideon Lee, Joshua 


Lee, Thomas Lee, Leonard, Lincoln, Abijah Mann, Job | 


Mann, Manning, Martin, William Mason, Moses Mason, 


Sampson Mason, May, McKeon, McKim, McLene, Miller, | 


Montgomery, Muhlenberg, Page, Parker, Parks, Patterson, 
Dutee J. Pearce, Phelps, John Reynolds, Joseph Reynolds, 


Schenck, Seymour, Shinn, Sickles, Sprague, Sutherland, | 
Taylor, Toucey, Turrill, Wagener, Wardwell, Weeks, aad | 


Whittlesey—92. 
So the House decided that Mr. Wrse should 
be permitted to proceed in his remarks. 
Mr. WISE rose to address the House, but 
Mr. VINTON made a question of order. 


PincKNEY, it was incompetent for the gentleman 
from Virginia to raise the question of the recep- 
tion of this petition, that resolution having de- 
clared that all petitions which should hereafter be 
presented should be referred to the select com- 
mittee appointed on the subject. 

The SPEAKER explained the grounds of his 
decision” Under the resolution adopted by the 
House, the Chair considered that all the petitions 
which had heretofore been received or offered, 


and their contents stated, were referred to the | 
select committee. The present petition had been | 


He | 
|eontended that, under the resolution of Mr. | 


proposed to be offered for the first time; and the | 
Chair proceeded to assign the reasons which, | 


under the peculiar state of the case, had induced 


} 
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the decision, that it was competent to make the 


question which had been rai by the gentleman 


‘from Virginia [Mr. Wise] on the presentation of 


this memorial. 

The decision of the Chair was sustained by 
Messrs. WISE, JENIFER, and PEYTON; and 
opposed by Messrs. BYNUM, CHAMBERS 
of Pennsylvania, BRIGGS, FRENCH, and 
HAWES. 

In the discussion of the point of order, Mr. 
PinckNEY was called upon by Mr. Byxum to 
state the objects which he had in view in offer- 
ing his resolution; and ih reply, Mr. P. stated, 
that he meant to embrace all the petitions which 
had been offered, and which should hereafter be 
presented or proposed to be offered, with the 
especial object of putting a stop to a discussion 
which he baad exceedingly dangerous to the 
interests of the South, and to the perpetuity of 
the Union. He intended by his resolution to 
refer every petition on this subject te a select 
committee, in order that a report should be made, 
which would be satisfactory to the South, and 
acceptable to the North. He hoped the House 
would act consistently, and send all the petitions 
which might be offered to the committee. If the 
decision of the Chair should be sustained, his 
object in offering the resolution would be frus- 
trated, and the House would be thrown into con- 
fusion, and the discussion which he contemplated 
to arrest would be continued. Had he supposed 
that this interpretation would have been put upon 
his resolution, he should never have submitted it. 

While on the floor, Mr. P. hoped (he said) 
that he would be permitted to reply to an unpro- 
voked, wanton, and sisniitabele assault, made 
upon him bya member from Virginia, [Mr. Wise. } 

The CHAIR said the question pending was a 
point of order on an appeal from a decision of 
the Speaker. The gentleman from South Caro- 
lina |Mr. Pinckney] could not be permitted, at 
this time, to reply to remarks made on another 
subject, 

Mr. PEYTON suggested that the gentleman 


| from South Carolina should be permitted by the 


House to proceed in his contemplated remarks. 

Ovjection being made, 

Mr. PINCKNEY said this was a matter per- 
sonal to himself. His own self-respect would 
induce him-to refrain from replying to the extreme 
and violent personalities of the gentleman from 
Virginia, ealeed agreeable to the House. 

Further objection being made, Mr. Pinckney 


| resumed his seat. 


Before any question was taken on the appeal 


from the decisien of the Chair, 


'an abolition 





Mr. GILLET (who had obtained the floor) 
remarked, that he did not desire, nor did his con- 
Suituents desire, that the question of abolition 
should be discussed in Congress. He did not, 
therefore, rise to make a speech; but as the ques- 
tions of order, growing out of the presentation of 

yetition, had occupied the House 
until the ffsual hour of adjournment, he moved 
that the House adjourn; which was agreed to. 

The House then adjourned. 


IN SENATE. 
Tvuespay, February 16, 1836. 


Mr. TYLER presented the petition of William 
B. Chamberlayne; which was referred to the 
Committee on Kevolutionary Claims. 

Mr. CLAYTON presented the memorial of 
sundry citizens of Delaware, praying for the erec- 
tion of piers for the protection of the Chesapeake 
and Ohio canal; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Commerce. 

Mr. TIPTON presented the memorial of the 
General Assembly of Indiana, praying Congress 
to grant lands to the militia and rangers who 
served in the late Indian wars; which was referred 
to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

Also, a memorial from the same, on-the subject 
of asurvey for a railroad; which was referred to 
the Committee on Roads and Canals. 

Also, the memorial of sundry citizens of Indi- 
ana, praying for the entension of the benefits of 
_ peeeeen laws; also, the petition of Adam 

eel. 

Mr. LINN said, I hold in my hand, which I 
am requested to present to the Senate, certain 
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papers and documents relating to a claim of Major 
Alphonso Whitmor@formerly ofthe l nited States 
Army. This gentleman highly distinguished him- 
self during the last war in some of the bloody battles 
fought on the Niagara frontier, in one of which 
he lost an arm by a cannon ball. He afterwards 
received the appointment of paymaster; and, as 
he says, in one of his voyages to pay off troops 
stationed on the Missouri river, the public money 
confided to his care was lost in consequence of 
the sinking of his canoe, by which loss he became 
a debtor to the Government twelve or fourteen 
thousand dollars, for which he wishes relief. The 
situation of this gallant man is truly deplorable. 
He is now entirely ruined in fortune; his property 
all sold by the sheriff and constable, and deprived 
by a construction of our laws of that pension for 
his support which was awarded him for his ser- 
vices in defense of his country. His feelings are 
so vividly portrayed in the following letter tome, 
that I would claim the indulgence of the Senate 
while i read it: 


**My story is a short one. T lost the money, and the con- 
stable and the shesff have recently sold all my goods and 
chattels. The pension which Lam entitied to by law I have 
net drawn for several years, J served the country in com 
mission twenty-one years. I entered the Army with two 
arms, and came out wita one. All IT ask of the Government 
is to have my accounts balanced, and I will relinquish all 
claims to the end of the chapter for a pension. If this 
cannot be granted, I have nothing to pay with but flesh —how 
many pounds I will not undertake to say. What Ihave 
however, is now, as it always has been, at the service of my 
country, either in the field, or in jail, as those in authority 
may please to direct. If there is to be a fight with the 
Freneh, 1 will work out the balance I owe in the war, or pay 
it off by installments of arms and legs, at as reasonable a 
rate as the state of the market will justify. My intellectual 
properties are to be filed in on the score of patriotism and 
fame. There may appear something like levity in ny style, 
but, in substance, there is truth and gravity of a painful 
character 


* Will you be pleased to write me aline or two, and give 
me your opinion in the case ? 

**T atm organizing an emigrating party of young men for 
Texas, They may get a league of land each, or entera 
tract six feet by two.”’ 

The documents were then referred to the Com- 
mittee on Claims. 


REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 


Mr. TYLER, from the Committee on the Dis- 
trict of Columbia, to which had been recommitted 
the bill for the relief of the corporations of the 
District of Columbia, reported a bill in lieu there- 
of; which was read, and ordered to a second 
reading. 

Mr. BUCHANAN, from the Committee on the 
Judiciary, made an unfavorable report on the 
petition of Thomas Tenant, and others, ef Bal- 
timore. 

Mr. B. said this was a claim that had been 
several times before the Senate. It had been be- 
fore the board of commissioners, and they had 
reported against it; and now to open that report, 
there was no telling what it would lead to. 

Mr. CLAYTON, from the Committee on the 
Judiciary, to which the subject had been referred 
by a resolution of the Senate, reported a joint 
resolution, fixing the succeeding terms of the 
meeting and adjournment of Congress; which 
was read, and ordered to a second reading. 

(The resolution provides that the annual meet- 
ings of Congress shall hereafter be on the first 
Mondays of November in each year, and that 
the adjournments of each session shall be on the 
second Mondays of May.] 

Mr. DAVIS, from the Committee on Com- 
merce, reported a bill for the relief of A. & J. 
Dennistown, of New Orleans; which was read, 
and ordered to a second reading. 


RESOLUTIONS. 

Mr. EWING, of Illinois, submitted the follow- 
ing resolution; which was considered and agreed 
to: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War communicate to 
the Senate the report of a survey of a road, made during 
the summer of 1835, from Chicago, in the State of Illinois, 
to Green Bay, in the Territory of Michigan. 

Mr. KING, of Alabama, submitted the fol- 
lowing resolution; which was considered and 
agreed to: 

Resolved, That the President of the United States be re- 
quested to cause the Senate to be informed, whether any 
further defenses are proposed to be erected at Key West 
and Mobile Bay ; and, if so, whether it is expedient to com- 


mence such works this year, and the amount necessary to 
be appropriated for these objects. 


} 
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The resolutions lying on the table submitted by 
Messrs. Porrer, Maneum, Hupsarp, RuGe.es, 
Wurrte, Lixn, Rostyson, and Kine of Alabama, 
were severally considered and agreed to. 

The resolution submitted by Mr. Porter, con- 
templating the setting apart of the Friday of 


| each week for the consideration of bills, was laid 


| which motion was lost. 


out the word * ladies,’’ and inserting ** persons.”’ 


on the table. 


LADIES I THE LOBBY. 

The resolution submitted by Mr. Bucnanan, | 
for giving each Senator the privilege to introduce | 
three ladies into the circular lobby, was taken up | 
for consideration. 
Mr. TIPTON moved to lay it on the table; 


Mr. KNIGHT moved to amend it by striking 


After some remarks from Messrs. BUCHAN- 


AN, KNIGHT, KING of Alabama, and POR- | 


| and Wright—19. 


Clay, Crittenden, Davis, Ewing of Illinois, Ewing of Ohio, 
| Goldsborough, Kent, King of Alabama, 
| Knight, Leigh, Mangum, Naudain, Niles, Preston, Robbins, | 


was then taken up. 


TON, 


TER, 
Mr. LINN moved to amend the amendment | 
by providing that the circular gallery be appro- 
priated to ladies and persons accompanying them, 
and allowing to each Senator the privilege of 
admitting three persons into the lobby. 
After some further conversation between 


Messrs. BUCHANAN, KNIGHT, and TIP- | 


Mr. BUCHANAN modified his resolution so 
as to allow each Senator to admit two ladies 
instead of three. 

Mr. PORTER then moved to refer the subject 
to a committee of three members; which motion 
was lost—yeas 13, nays 22. 

The question being taken on the amendment of 
Mr. Kwnient, it was lost—yeas 19, nays 20. 

The question being on Mr. Linn’s amendment, 

Mr. NAUDAIN moved to amend it by striking 
out the latter part, which allows each Senator to 
admit three persons; and after some remarks 
from 

Messrs. NILES, WRIGHT,and CALHOUN, 
the question was taken, and decided in the nega- 
tive—yeas 19, nays 25; as follows: 

YEAS — Messrs. Benton, Clayton, Grundy, Hendricks, 


Hill, Hubbard, Linn, McKean, Moore, Morris, Porter, Pren- 
tiss, Ruggles, Shepley, ‘Tallmadge, Tipton, Webster, White, 


| 
' 
| 
' 


NAYS — Messrs. Black, Brown, Buchanan, Calhoun, 


King of Georgia, | 


Southard, Switt, Tomlinson, Tyler, and Wall—25. | 


The question was next taken on Mr. Lixn’s 
amendment; and it was lost—yeas 12, nays 31; 
as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Benton, Hendricks, Hill, Hubbard, Linn, 
Porter, Prentiss, Ruggles, Shepley, Tallmadge, Tipton, and 
Wright—12. 

NAYS — Messrs. Black, Brown, Buchanan, Calhoun, 
Clay, Clayton, Crittenden, Davis, Ewing of Ohio, Ewing 
of Illinois, Goldsborough, Grundy, Kent, King of Alabama, 
King of Georgia, Knight, Leigh, McKean, Mangum, Moore, 
Naudain, Niles, Preston, Robbins, Southard, Swift, Tomlin- 
son, Tyler, Wall, Webster, and White—31. 


The question was then taken on the original | 
resolution; and decided in the negative—yeas 20, 
nays 24; as follows: 


YEAS — Messrs. Black, Brown, Buchanan, Calhoun, 
Clay, Crittenden, Davis, Ewing of Ohio, Ewing of [linois, 
Goldsborough, Kent, King of Alabama, King of Georgia, 
Knight, Mangum, Preston, Robbins, ‘Tomlinson, Tyler, and 
Wall—20. 

NAYS — Messrs. Benton, Clayton, Grundy, Hendricks, 
Hill, Hubbard, Leigh, Linn, McKean, Moore, Morris, Nau- 
dain, Niles, Porter, Preston, Ruggles, Shepley, Southard, 
Swiit, Tallmadge, Tipton, Webster, White, and Wright 


—24. 





SLAVERY IN THE DISTRICT. 


The order of the day, being the yon of the 
Society of Friends of Lancaster, ennsylvania, 
to abolish slavery in the District of Columbia, 


Mr. LEIGH said he had seen in a morning 
paper a very odd account of an accident that oc- 
curred at the close of yesterday’s debate. He 
then read from the Telegraph the following pas- 
sages: 

“Mr. N. proceeded till he got to Mr. Lereu, to whom he 


ascribed an onpreeden in regard to abolition at the North. 

‘** Mr. LEIGH explained. He had uttered no sueh words 
and no such sentiment. 

“Mr. N. waived a reply, and proceeded through his | 
manuscript, interspersing and closing it with various ex- | 
temporancous comments. When he had done, at half-past 
four o’elock, 


* Mr. LEIGH again repeated that he had uttered nosuch 
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sentiment as Mr. N. had ascribed to him ; and asked, as an 
act of justice, that Mr. N. would insert this disclaimer in 
his speech when published. 

“Mr. NILES had got the expression from the »Globe. 
He was unwilling to trust to Mr. Leien’s disclaimer ; but, 
if Mr. L. would prove to him that he had inade no suci 
expression, he would run his pen across it.” 

According to this account (said Mr. Leicn) 
the grossest of all insults was intentionally given 
to me, and patient!y submitted to. I cannot suffer 
this account to pass unnoticed. The substance 
of the conversation was this: 

After the Senator from Connecticut concluded 
his remarks, I rose, and, referring to that passage 
in his speech in which he professed to state what 
I had said in the debate on this subject—the pas- 
sage ending with attributing to me a declaration 
that Dr. Channing’s book had convinced me that 
there was something rotten in Denmark—I said 
that I had understood the Senator from Connec- 
ticut to say he had not heard my speech; and he 
signified that I had understood himaright. I then 
said, that I supposed he must have found the sen- 
timents he imputed to me in some printed account 
of my remarks. He assented. I asked him 
where? He answered, in the Globe. I then re- 
marked, that I had hardly ever taken the trouble 
to correct misrepresentations of my conduct or lan- 
guage in the newspapers, simply because, what- 
ever public man should undertake that task would 
have to devote his whole time to it; but that, when 
language and sentiments which I never uttered 
were imputed to me by a Senator in his place, 
and in my hearing, to permit such a misstatement 
to pass without correction would be to acknowl- 
edge its justness. That, therefore, I desired of 
the Senator from Connecticut, as an act of justice 
to me, that when he should publish his speech 
he would put a note on the passage alluded to, 
informing his readers that I declared in my place 
that I had uttered no such words and no such sen- 
timents. 

The Senator from Connecticut said, he had 
taken his information as to what I had said from 
a report in the Globe, which he took to bea very 

| honest paper; and that, if I would satisfy him that 
I had not delivered such sentiments, he would 
run his pen through the whole passage; he would 
oe it. 

he requisition on me to satisfy him (after what 
had passed) was, to be sure, taking the Senator’s 
words in their natural import, offensive enough, 
though I did not then (nor do I now) believe the 
offense was intended. But I rose, and said I had 
not intended to take, and certainly should not 
take, the least pains to satisfy him; that all I desired 
was, not to be misunderstood by the public; and 
that, if the language and sentiments which the 
Senator had ascribed to me were imputed to me 
by the report of my speech in the Globe, it was 
a gross, and, I did not doubt, a willful misrepre- 
sentation; that it imputed to me that which was 
not only never said by me, but the reverse of 
what I did say, as every gentleman who heard 
the speech could avouch; and, in truth, I had not 
supposed it possible that any human being could 
misunderstand the temper of that speech. 

After some remarks from Mr. NILES, 

Mr. LEIGH rose and asked the gentleman to 
say, explicitly, whether he intended to doubt the 
sincerity of his disclaimer of the language and 
sentiments ascribed to him? 

Mr. NILES said that he already denied having 
any such intention; that he never pretended to 
give the precise words made use of by the gentle- 
man, but only the construction which he thought 
they were fairly susceptible of. 

Mr. LEIGH replied that in that case he had 
no further remark to make, except that he was 

, wonder-struck that any human being could put 
such aconstruction upon the portion of his remarks 
in question. 

Mr. MANGUM moved to postpone the further 
consideration of the order of the day, as Mr. 
' Brack, who had the floor, was too much indis- 
posed to address the Senate; which motion was 
agreed to. 

REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 

The reports of several of the standing commit- 
tees, unfavorable to various petitions that had 
been reférred to them, were severally considered 
_and agreed to. 
| The bill to authorize George Whitman and John 


stand 
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boat in detached parts; 
The bill for the relief of Sebastian Butcher and 
others; 


The bill providing for the execution of the sur- | 
On motion by Mr. GRAYSON, and at the in- | 


Committee on Naval Affairs, the | 


a e certain public lands; and 


he bill for the relief of Andrew Knox; were | 


severally read the second time, and considered 
as in Committee of the Whole, and ordered toa 
third reading. 

The Senate then adjourned. 

Note by the Reporter.—The words, ‘ there is something 


rotten in Denmark,’’? were not used in the report of the 
Flobe; and Mr. Nives explicitly said at the time, when first 


requested by Mr. Lereu to explain, that he did not attempt | 
to give that gentleman’s language, but was only expressing | 
An extract from the || 
full report of the National Intelligencer, understood to have 


his understanding of the import of it. 


been made out by Mr. Lerau himself, with an extract from 
the brief synopsis of the same speech given in the Globe, 
is annexed, that Mr. L. may judge whether in this instance 


there has been a willful misrepresentation of his language. | 


Extract from the Intelligencer. 

‘‘{ have since read the book itself; its title is ‘ Slavery 
by William E. Channing,’ printed at Boston, 1835; and i 
must say that I have never risen from the perusal of any 
book with a feeling of deeper sorrow. It has had the effect 
of weakening the chief remaining ground of hope in my 
mind, that the incendiary schemes of the Aboliuonists in 
the northern States—the system of agitation they have 
organized—the war they are kindling against the peace and 
happiness of the South and the harmony of the Union— 
would be effectually counteracted and suppressed by the 
efforts of our fellow-citizens of the non-slaveholding 
States.”’ 

Extract from the Globe. 

*¢ Since that debate he had read a book, entitled ‘ Slavery,’ 
by a Mr. E. Channing, of Boston. He had never read any 

aper that filled his mind with a deeper sorrow. * * * 


This book (said Mr. L.) hasimpaired in my breast the strong 


hope founded on the belief, deduced from conversations 
with intelligent gentlemen from non-slaveholding States, 
that that intelligence and good sense would be exerted to 
suppress this cause of mischief and agitation throughout 
the Union.” 


HOUSE OE REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tvespay, February 16, 1836. 


Mr. CASEY, from the Committee on Public 
Lands, reported a bill granting a quantity of land 


to aid the States of Ilhmois and Indiana in the | 


improvement of the Great Wabash river; which 
was read twice and committed. 
Mr. DUNLAP, from the Committee on Public 


Lands, reported a bill for the relief of John Dav- | 


lin; which was read twice and committed. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG, from the Committee of 
Ways and Means, reported the following bills; 
which were read twice and committed: 

A bill authorizing the Secretary of the Treas- 


ury to act as the agent of the United States in all | 


matters relating to their stock in the Bank of the 
United States; and 


A bill to repeal the fourteenth section of the || 
act incorporating the subscribers to the Bank of | 


the United States, approved April 10, 1816. 

Mr. HOAR, from the Committee on Invalid 
Pensions, reported the following bills; which 
were read twice and committed: 

A bill for the relief of Margaret Reynolds; 

A bill for the relief of John Casey; and 

A bill for the relief of Coleman A. Collier. 

Mr. MILLIGAN, from the Committee on Na- 
val Affairs, reported a bill for the relief of Sam- 
uel Hambleton; which was read twice and com- 
mitted. 

Mr. STORER, from the Committee on Revo- 
lutionary Pensions, reported a bill for the relief 


of Wilham Foxworthy; which was read twice | 


and committed. 

Mr. HOWARD, from the Committee on For- 
eign Affairs, reported a bill respecting discrimin- 
ating duties upon Belgian vessels, and to refund 
part of the duties paid by Belgian vessels; which 
was read twice and committed. 

Mr. MASON, of Virginia, from the Committee 


on Foreign Affairs, reported without amendment || 
the bill from the Senate for the relief of Mary | Department of this Government was considered 

| mismanaged, and its funds misapplied, and that, 
'| by order of that House, a committee had been 


O’Sullivan; and the same was committed. 


Mr. MUHLENBERG, from the Committee on 


a aS aera ae for the relief || appointed to investigate its concerns. 
{unt, heir of Captain William Hen- | 


of Elizabeth 
dricks; which was read twice and committed. 


Mr. TAYLOR, from the Committee on Invalid |! 


pension to 
read twice and committed. 





B. Lamar, to import free of duty an iron steam- | Mr. MILLER, from the Committee on Invalid 
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| Pensions, en a bill granting a pension to 
| William C. Beard, late a captain in the United 
|| States Army; which was read twice and com- 
| mitted. 


stance of the 
|, Committee of the Whole House was discharged 
| from the further consideration of the bill for the 
| establishmentof anavy-yardat Charleston, South 
Carolina; and the same was committed to the 
| 
| 


Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union. | 


Mr. PEARCE, of Rhode Island, from the select 
committee appointed on the subject, reported a 
bill for the relief of the officers and soldiers who 


lutionary war, their heirs and assigns; Which was 
read twice and committed. 
Mr. ALLAN, of Kentucky, from the select 


of the act supplementary to the act for the relief 
_ of certain surviving officers and soldiers of the rev- 


was read twice and committed. 


to print five thousand extra copies of the last 
report and bill; which was agreed to. 


| Claims; Messrs. CRAIG and TURRILL, from 


which were laid on the table. 


POST OFFICE DEPARTMENT. 


The House resumed the consideration of the 
resolution offered by Mr. Smiru, of Maine, pro- 


print the letter of the late Hon. William T. Barry, 
resented to the House of Representatives on the 
ast day of the last session of Congress. 


for the reading of the letter. 

Mr. HAWES renewed the motion, but subse- 
| quently withdrew it. 
| Mr. EVERETT regretted being under the ne- 





| he felt compelled to oppose the motion to print 
| this paper. 


|, form of an appeal to the people. He put to the 
House this suggestion, whether they would print 
the reply of an individual to the report of one of 
its own committees? Mr. E. cited some para- 


| cerned. 
Committee on the Post Office.) 


 Becereting on the part of the gentleman from 
Maine, [Mr. a and in the discussion of 
this question Mr. H. should neither spare his 
feelings, nor the feelings of any member upon 
| that floor, or any one in the House, or out of it, 


| of order. 





} 
| 
| 


| acted. 


Durin 
the recess of the last Congress, he, together wit 





served in the Rhode Island brigade in the revo- | 


committee raised on the subject, made a report, 
accompanied by a bill to extend the provisions | 
e 


olutionary wer, approved 7th June, 1832; which | 


Mr. CARTER, on leave, submitted a motion | 


Mr. WHITTLESEY, from the Committee of || 


| the Committee on Revolutionary Claims; Messrs. | 
| STORER, and HARRISON of Pennsylvania, | 
| from the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions; | 
|| Mr. LINCOLN, from the Committee on the Public | 
Lands; Mr. BEAUMONT, from the Committee | 
' on Invalid Pensions; and Mr. LYON, from the | 
Committee on Indian Affairs, made unfavorable | 
| reports upon various memorials and petitions; | 


| posing to take from the files of the House and | 


| Mr. MASON, of Ohio, withdrew his motion | 


cessity of making any remarks on this letter, but | 


It was not addressed to that House, | 
and ep no action of that body, being in the | 


| graphs in the letter, the purport of which was to | 
| censure the proceedings of the committee, and | 
| replied thereto, so far as he himself was con- | 
(Mr. E. was a member of the Select | 


Mr. HAWES said this was indeed a singular | 


| so long as he could keep himself within the rules 


In order that this question might be plainly 
understood by every member of the House, he 
should give a brief relation of it, and of the part | 
| taken by the gentleman from Maine during the 

recess of Congress in relation to this matter. Nor 
| should he stop here, but he should go on to ex- 
| pose to the world the part that gentleman had 


It was generally known that the Post Office 


the gentleman who had just addressed the House, | 
| and other members who had been appointed the 
Pensions, reported a bill granting arrearages of || committee on that occasion, made a laborious || allowed to 
llen Ahern Schmuck; which wae investigation, and two reports of the majority 


| and minority of the committee had been made, ! which he read. The gentleman had in 
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and scattered through the pation. The people, 
| therefore, were as well infotted of the facts con- 
|| tained in those reports as their Representatives 

After the committee had made their reports, arid 
| a large number of them had been printed by order 
of the House, and cireulated throughout the coun- 
try, the then Postmaster General of the United 
States, now no more, whose friend Mr. H. was 
while living, and whose memory he held dear, 
now dead, upon the last night of the last session 
of Congress addressed a communication, not to 
that House, but to the people of this country, 
justifying himself against what he was pleased 
to a attack made upon him by the commit- 
tee. A proposition was now made by the gentle- 
man from Maine, that this communication, which 
had been already printed in nearly all the public 
| journals of the United States, should be printed 

o order of that House, and that the House should 
become the organ through which anattack was to 
be made upon acommittee constituted by itself, and 
appointed by its Speaker. When the gentleman 
first offered this proposition, amounting to no 
more nor less than that the House should sub- 
|, scribe to the doctrines therein contained, and 
thus tear up the bones of the dead, Mr. H. felt 
ithis duty, as an individual member of the House 
implicated in the charges and instrumental in 
making the report, to ask that gentleman to with- 
draw it. Mr. H. did so, as the late Postmaster 
General slept in his grave, and it was not the part 
of a friend to wish to arraign his bones again before 
the people of the country. What the gentleman 
expected to gain by this, and what he expected 
to gain by an elaborate letter addressed by him- 
self (Mr. S.) to the people of the United States, 
Mr. H. would not pretend to say Ifhe wished 
to be considered the defender of the dead, Mr. 

H. would tell him he would fail of his object. 
| Nothing of that kind could happen; and the gen- 
|! tleman would find, before he got through, that 
he had subjected, not only himself, but bis as- 
severations to an ordeal in which they would be 
proclaimed as false ! 


The CHAIR called the gentleman to order. 


| Mr. HAWES. I obey, sir; I beg pardon; I 
} was led away by my feelings. 
| By the requirement of the Chair, Mr. H. took 











his seat. 

| Mr.PATTON moved that the gentleman from 
| Kentucky be permitted to proceed. 

| Agreed to. 

| Mr. HAWES assured the House, that he was 
unwilling, upon any debate, to trespass upon the 
feelings of the House generally, or wpon any in- 
| dividual member of it. But, God knows, every 
member of the post office committee of investi- 
gation could lay their hands upon their hearts 
and say that in the report they made they did 
justice to the Post Office Department, to the indi- 
vidual head of it, and to the great body of the 
people of the United States. When every indi- 
| vidual member of the committee knew they had 
| done this justice, then to be charged by an indi- 
| vidual member of the House with partiality, mis- 
| understanding, with ignorance, and with every 
|| thing almost within the human language of a 
|, denunciatory character, was more than he could 
| bear. Let him ask, where did the gentleman from 
| Maine obtain the vast body of information he 
|| professed to be in possession of in relation to this 
|| subject? Was he engaged in the Post Office De- 
partment day after day, week afier week, and 
|; month after month, rummaging for, and wading 
| through, @ vast mass of documents from the com- 
|, mencement of the Government to the present 
| time? Had he done all this, that he was to be 
| 
| 
! 
} 
i 
| 


| permitted to put the brand of falsehood upon the 
| report of the committee? He prorounced the 
gentleman’s own report to be false, grossly false. 
| The CHAIR called tle gentleman to order for 
| being personal to a member of the House. 
Mr. HAWES explained that he was not then 
| speaking of the gentleman as a member of the 
suse, the pamphlet to which he referred having 
| been published before the present Congress was 
| in esse. : 
Mr. SMITH hoped the gentleman would be 
roceed. 
The CHAIR said the rule was pcos. 
ulged iu 
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a personality towards a member of the House, 
and the & nileman could not proceed, 

Mr. THOMPSON, of South Carolina, appealed 
from the decision of the Chair. 

Mr. HAWES briefly explained. After the 
committee on the Post Office Department had 
made their report, the gentleman from Maine had 
published a paper purporting to be (if Mr. H. 
recollected correctly )a comment upon that report 
as a private individual, and not as a member of 
that louse, attemptng to prove that the Depart- 
ment was right and theeommittee wrong. It was 
in that way Mr. H. had thrown back the impu- 
tation cast upon the report. y 

The decision of the Chair was briefly opposed 
by Messrs. EVANS, WISE, MERCER, and 
PEYTON; and sustained by 

Mr. SMITH, who, for himself, (he said,) had 
no objection that the gentleman from Kentucky 
should be allowed the utmost latitude. If that 
gentleman chooses to make the pamphlet to which 
he alludes the platform of a speech upon this 
floor, he (Mr 8S.) would improve the opportunity 
which he hoped to have of showing that not a 
paragraph, nora sentence of the pamphlet, was 
without the authority and support of the records 
of the Post Office Departmentitself. He would not 
travel out of that record for any proof. He hoped 
the gentleman from Kentucky would be allowed 
all the latitude that order would admit of, and the 
records of the Post Office Department shall furnish 
his (Mr. 8.’s)defense to the country. 

Mr. BYNUM said he did not come there to 
settle political quarrels. If the course was to be 
continued which had been commenced, they 
should in a short time have to come to the House 
prepared to protect themselves and their charac- 
ters, as it would be out of the power of the Chair 
to protect them. If the position assumed by the 
gentleman from Tennessee [Mr. Peyvron] and 
the gentleman from Virginia {Mr. Wise] be cor- 
rect, they would have scenes of confusion and 
violence on that floor, before long, which would 
be a disgrace to the country and to the American 
Congress. For his own part, he must say that, 
feeble as his health was, whenever he found that 
the Chair could not protect him in the House, he 
must come prepared to protect himself. He con- 
ceived that, whenever a remark was made per- 
sonal to any member of the House, that remark 
was out of order. Gentlemen did not come there 
to settle questions of veracity, but to do the busi- 
ness of the nation. He thought the House had 
seen enough to be convinced that this state of 
things must be put an end to; and he conceived 
it to be the duty of the House to sustain the 
Chair in his effort to preserve order. 

Mr. BELL expressed a wish that the words of 
the gentleman from Kentucky be taken down, so 
that the Flouse might know what he was called 
to order for. 

The CHAIR said he was not bound to take 
down the words of the gentleman from Kentucky ; 
but he would state that he understood him in sub- 
stance to say, that he pronounced a certain paper 


false, and attributed that paper to a member of | 


the House, aud stated that that member had been 
guilty of a falschood in publisying that paper. 

Mr. HAWES said he was as much in favor of 
supporting theexeruons of the Chair to preserve 
order as any member, and must say that he con- 
curred in every remark made by the gentleman 
from North Carolina, {Mr. Bynum.] In alluding 
to the paper published by the gendeman from 
Maine, he had said that it was ** grossly false ;”’ 
but that paper was neither published at the ex- 
pense of the Government, nor by any member 
of that House as such; and on that account only 
he conceived the Chair took it to bea personal 
insult to a member of the House. Mr. H. spoke 
in allusion to that paper, and pronounced it false. 
Perhaps the gentleman did not know it to be false; 
ang he might not have written the paper, although 
his name was signed to it; and Mr. H. had an 
idea that that paper was not written by the gen- 
theman, but was written in the Post Office De- 
partment, by an officer of that Department. 

Mr. WISE moved that the House give the 
genteman from Maine [Mr. Smiru] leave to ex- 
plain. 

Mr. SMITH said, he did write the pamphlet 
alluded to, every word of it, and was responsible 
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for it; and every sentence of it would be found | Mr. HAWES, on leave, remarked, that the 
based upon, and supported by, the records of the | 


Post Office Department. 
The SPEAKER called for order, and Mr. S. 


thereupon took his seat. 


Mr. GILLET objected to the motion being re- 


ceived, 

Mr. WISE said, as the gentleman from New 
York objected, he was satisfied. 

Mr. HAWES believed the Speaker was right 
in calling him to order, as he understood his re- 
marks; but he again repeated, that he did not 
allude to a member of this House; and he must 
be understood to be out of order, in assailing the 


papers of that member, when he acted as a pri- 


vate individual in publishing that paper. 


Mr. MILLER contended that the Chair was 


perfectly correct, and that it was the duty of every 
member of the House to sustainhim. A false 
issue was made to the House; and if gentlemen 


were permitted to refer to written papers, with | 


the names of members of Congress attached to 
them, they might attack and denounce every doc- 


ument published by gentlemen as false; and if | 


that state of things was to be admitted, you might 
as well blot out your rules. 

Mr. WADDY THOMPSON called for the 
yeas and nays; which were ordered. 

Mr. PATTON hoped the appeal would be 
withdrawn. 

Mr. WISE understood thatthe gentleman from 
Kentucky was called to order, first, for the irrel- 
evance of his remarks to the subject under dis- 
cussion; and second, for indecorum in debate; 


be a division of the question? 
The CHAIR said the question could not be di- 
vided. 


Mr. WISE then asked if the words of the gen- | The SPEAKER laid before ee Eins os Retine 


The CHAIR said they were not; but that the | from the Secretary of the Treasury, transmitting, 


tleman were taken down? 


gentleman from Virginia [Mr. Wise] could take 
them down, and send them to the Clerk’s table to 
be read. 

After some further remarks by Messrs. UN- 


House having decided, by a large majority, that 
the words used by him were out of orfler, he 
submitted cheerfully to that decision. So far as 
he was concerned, he would in future endeavor 
not to infringe those rules of order and proceed- 
ing, so essential to the transaction of the public 
business, If it should be the pleasure of the 
House to permit him to proceed with the discus- 
sion to-morrow, he should carefully guard against 
any infringement of the rule of order. 

The House determined that the gentleman from 
Kentucky should be permitted to proceed, when 
the subject next came up for consideration. 

The CHAIR then announced the special order, 
being the bill from the Senate for the relief of the 


SUFFERERS BY THE FIRE IN NEW YORK. 


The question pending was the motion of Mr. 
Harpw, to strike out the first proviso in the first 
section, which is in the following words: 

Provided, That those who are within the provision of 
this section, but who may have paid their bonds subsequent 
to the late fire, shall also be entitled to the benefit of this 
section, and that the said bonds shall be renewed from the 
day when the same were paid, and said payments refunded.’, 


Mr. PHILLIPS addressed the House at length 


in favor of the general principles of the bill, and 


| When Mr. P. had concluded, on motion by Mr. 


in opposition to the pending amendment. He 
also replied to the remarks made on a former da 
by the gentlemen from Kentucky and Rhode 


|| Island, [Messrs. Harpr and Pearce.] 


|| GRAVES, the committee rose; and the Speaker 


; | having resumed the chair 
and he wished to know whether there could not || ov : 


Mr. CAMBRELENG moved thatthe said bill 


|| be made the special order for to-morrow at one 
|| o’clock; which was agreed to. 


ST. LOUIS LAND OFFICE. 


| in pursuance of a resolution of the House, a re- 
| port of the register and receiver of the land office 


|| at St. Louis, in relation to certain claim to land 
|| therein mentioned. 


DERWOOD, EVANS, WISE, HAWES, and | 


BYNUM, 

Mr. GRENNELL presented the following, 
which he believed to be the words of the gentle- 
man from Kentucky: 


** A letter published during the recess of Congress, to 
which the naine of the gentleman from Maine [Mr. Smirnj 


| 
j 
| 


| Was signed, containing a statement which, in truth and | 
| in fact, Was grossly false.”’ 


The question was then put upon the appeal 
from the decision of the Chair, and decided as 
follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Anthony, Ash, Bailey, Barton, Beale, 
Bean, Beardsley, Beaumont, Bockee, Boon, Bovee, Boyd, 
Briggs, Brown, Bynum, Cambreleng, Campbell, Carr, Ca- 
sey, Chaney, Chapman, Chapin, Nathaniel H. Claiborne, 
Ciark, Coffee, Coles, Connor, Corwin, Cramer, Crane, 
Cushing, Cushman, Darlington, Davis, Deberry, Donny, 
Dickerson, Doubleday, Duniap, Effner, Fairfield, Farlin, 
Fowler, French, Fry, Philo C. Fuller, William K. Fuller, 
Galbraith, James Garland, Gillet, Grantland,Grayson, Gren- 
nell, Haley, Joseph Hall, Hiland Wall, Hamer, Ward, Wardin, 
Harlan, Harper, Albert G. Harrison, Samuel 8. Harrison, 
Hawkins, Haynes, Hazeltine, Henderson, Heister, Hoar, 
Holsey, Howard, Hubley, Hunt, Huntington, Huntsman, 
Jabez Jackson, Janes, Jarvis, Joseph Johnson, Richard M. 
Johnson, Cave Johnson, John W. Jones, Benjamin Jones, 
Judson, Keonon, Kilgore, Kinnard, Klingensmith, Lane, 
Lansing, Laporte, Lawrence, Lay, Gideon Lee, Joshua 
Lee, Thomas Lee, Leonard, Lincoln, Lucas, Lyon, Abijah 
Mann, Job Mann, Manning, Martin, William Mason, Moses 
Mason, Maury, May, McCarty, MeComas, McKay, MeKen- 
non, MeKeon, McKim, MecLene, Miller, Milligan, Mont- 
gomery, Moore, Morgan, Morris, Muhlenberg, Owens, 
Page, Parker, Patterson, Dutee J. Pearce, James A. Pearce, 
Pettigrew, Phetps, Phillips, Pinckney, Potts, John Reynolds, 
Joseph Reynolds, Roane, Rogers, Russell, Schenck, Sey- 


mour, Augustine H. Shepperd, Shinn, Sickles, Sloan, || . ‘ 
“eo , : and the heirs of Bartholomew Butcher, Michael 


Spangler, Sprague, Steele, Storer, Sutherland, Taylor, 
Thomas, John Thomson, Toucey, Turner, Underwood, 
Vanderpoel, Wagener, Ward, Wardwell, Webster, and 
Weeks—159. 

NAYS — Messrs. Adams, Heman Allen, Banks, Bell, 
Bond, Bouldin, Bunch, John Calhoon, William B. Calhoun, 
Carter, John Chambers, Dromgoole, Evans, Everett, Rice 
Garland, Glascock, Graham, Granger, Graves, Griffin, Ham- 
mond, Hannegan, Henry Johnson, Lawler, Luke Lea, 
Love, Loyall, Sampson Mason, Mercer, Patton, Peyton, 
Pickens, Robertson, Slade, Standefer, Taliaferro, Waddy 
Thompson, Vinton, White, Whittlesey, Sherrod Williams, 
and Wise —42. 


So the decision of the Chair was sustained. 
Mr. WISE moved that the gentleman from 


Kentucky (Mr. Hawes] be permitted to proceed, 
in order. 


| 
| 
} 


The House then adjourned. 








IN SENATE. 
Wepnespay, February 17, 1836. 
On motion by Mr. KENT, the petitions on the 


Philip Moore were referred to the Committee on 


| files of the last session of the administrator of 


the Judiciary. 
Mr. BENTON presented the petition of James 
Evans and others, remonstrating agaipst the con- 


| firmation of certain land titles; which was refer- 
|| red to the Committee on Private Land Claims. 
| 


\| CAPTAIN HENRY SMITH. 
| 


Mr. BENTON, from the Committee on Mili- 


| tary Affairs, to which had been referred the peti- 


tion of Captain Henry Smith, made an unfavor- 


|| able report thereon. 


1 NOTICE OF A BILL. 
‘|| Mr. McKEAN gave notice that he would to- 


morrow ask leave to introduce a bill authorizing 


‘| Daniel Tyler to import, free of duty, an iron 
|| canal boat in detached parts. 


\| BILLS PASSED. 


| The following bills were severally read the 


|| third time and passed: 
| 


The bill to authorize George Whitman to im- 


|| port, free of duty, an iron steamboat in detached 
|| parts; 
|| The bill providing for the execution of the sur- 


! vey. of certain public lands; and 


he bill for the relief of Sebastian Butcher 


|| Butcher, and Peter Broom. 


LADIES’ GALLERY. 


|__The resolution submitted yesterday by Mr. 
| Kine, of Alabama, appropriating one third of the 
| circular gallery for the exclusive accommodation 
| of the ladies, was considered, and unanimously 


|| agreed to. 
1 ANNA ROYALL. 


| 


| 


| The report of the Committee on Revolutionary 
, Claims, adverse to the petition of Mrs. Anna 
| Royall, was considered. 

, Mr. TYLER moved to lay the report on the 
‘table. This case (he said) involved the question 
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of interest on a commutation clai 
the motion he did, preferring to discuss the ques- 


tion on a bill from the other House, involving a 


similar principle. 
The motion was agreed to. 


REPORTS DISPOSED OF. 


The reports of the Committee on the Judiciary, 
unfavorable to the memorials of Sommerville 
Pinckney, executor of J. Williams, and of Tho- 
mas Tenant and others, were severally concurred 
in. 

The reports of the Committee on Revolutionary 
Claims, unfavorable to the memorials of the rep- 
resentatives of Samuel Elbert, deceased; the heirs 
of Samuel Jones, deceased; Ebenezer Banks; and 
David Brooks, were severally concurred in. 


m; and he made | citizens of Georgia and the Creek Indians; and 


although there had been a partial adjustment of 
the difficulties between the commanding officer in 
that quarter (General McDugald) and some of the 
principal chiefs, yet he felt assured there were 
many turbulent and disaffected Indians of the 
nation who could not be controlled by any meas- 
ure, but would continue to commit their dep- 
redations on our citizens, and keep them in a 
continued state of alarm and excitement. Mr. 
G. said he had just been apprised, too, that the 


| Executive of the State had found it necessary to 


organize a battalion of volunteers for the inme- 
diate defense and protection of our citizens in that 


| quarter, the great expense of which might well 


The reports of the same committee, adverse to | 


the petitions of the heirs of Enoch K. Withers, 
deceased ; the representatives of William Rumney, 
deceased; the heirs of Everard Meade, deceased; 
the representatives of James Crain and William 
Tecis, deceased; Ephraim Whitaker; and William 


Arnel, were, on motion by Mr. Leien, laid on | 


the table. 

The joint resolution, authorizing a subscription 
for a certain number of copies of Van Zandt and 
Watterston’s Statistical Tables, was considered. 


be conceived; but it was due to that section of the 
State that it should be done, and he was grati- 
fied to find such a measure had been promptly 
adopted. But Mr. G. said he felt satisfied perma- 
nent peace and security would never be given to 
our frontier citizens until there was a final re- 
moval of the whole nation to their allotted terri- 
tory, under the treaty of 1824; and it was with 
this view he offered the resolution suggesting the 
inquiry, and felt assured that some measures 


/ might be adopted by the present Congress to give 


On motion by Mr. ROBBINS, it was referred | 


to the Committee on the Library. 
NEW ORLEANS CUSTOM-HOUSE. 


Mr. PORTER submitted two presentments of 
the grand jury of the district court of the United 


States for the district of Louisiana, held at New | 


Orleans, representing the state of dilapidation into 
which the custom-house of that city has fallen, 


and the importance to the vastand growing com- | 


satisfaction to our justly-excited and exasperated 
fellow-citizens, and enable them again to pursue 
in peace and tranquillity their usual avocations. 
He therefore hoped the House would vote for the 


| adoption of the resolution, that some immediate 


| action might be had on the subject. 


The SPEAKER reminded the gentleman that 
the resolution was not before the House; and that 


| the consent of the House to its reception must 


merce of that city of erecting a new and suitable | 


one; which were referred to the Committee on 
Commerce. 


NATIONAL DEFENSE. 


The Senate then proceeded to the consideration 
of the special order, being the resolution intro- 
duced by Mr. Benton for appropriating the sur- 
plus revenue to objects of permanent national 
defense. 

Mr. WRIGHT, who had the floor, addressed 
the Senate in fayor of the resolution; and, after 
he had concluded, the debate was further con- 
tinued by Messrs. CALHOUN, WALL, PRES- 
TON, and NILES. 

On motion by Mr. ROBBINS, the Senate ad- 
journed. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Wepnespay, February 17, 1836. 
Mr. WHITTLESEY, from the Committee on 


Claims, reported the following bills; which were | 


read twice and committed: 

A bill for the relief of Jesse E. Dow; and 

A bill for the relief of Edmund Burgess. 

Mr. MUHLENBERG, from the Committee 
on Revolutionary Claims, reported a bill for the 
relief of the legal representatives of Colonel 
George Gibson, deceased; which was read twice 
and committed. 

Mr. DARLINGTON, from the Committee on 


the Expenditures on the Public Buildings, made |, 


a report; which was laid on the table, and ordered 
to be printed. 


Messrs. WHITTLESEY, PHILO C. FUL- 


LER, and CHAMBERS of Kentucky, from the | 
Committee on Claims; Mr. GILLET, from the | 
Committee on Commerce; Mr. MERCER, from | 
the Committee on Roads and Canals; and Mr. | 
MORGAN, from the Committee on Revolution- | 
ary Pensions, made unfavorable reports upon var- | 


ious petitions and memorials; which were laid on 
the table. 


REMOVAL OF CREEK INDIANS. 
Mr. GLASCOCK asked the consent of the 


House to submit the following resolution; which 
was read for information: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Indian Affairs be in- 


Structed to inquire into the expediency ofadopting measures | 


for the immediate removal of the Creek Indians to the al- 
lotted territory in the treaty of the 24th March, 1832. 

_ Mr. G. said, in offering the resolution, he was 
influenced by circumstances and events which 
had recently transpired between a portion of the 


| 


be first obtained before it could be debated. 
Objection being made, Mr. G. moved a suspen- 
sion of the rule, in order to enable him to submit 
his proposition; which was negatived. 
PAYMENTS TO VOLUNTEERS. 
Mr. JOHNSON, of Kentucky, moved to sus- 


= the rule for the purpose of considering the 


ill providing for the payment of the volunteers 
and military corps in the service of the United 
States; which was negatived. 

Mr. J. subsequently moved to suspend the rule 
in order to enable him to submita motion, making 
the foregoing bill the special order for one hour 
to-morrow morning, after the reception of reports 
from committees. 

Mr. ASHLEY moved to amend the motion so 
as to include the bill authorizing the President of 


| the United States to accept the service of volun- 


teers; which was negatived. 
The motion to suspend the rules was agreed 
to—ayes 112, noes 38. , 
Mr. JOHNSON then submitted the motion 
indicated, which was carried. 
SUSPENSION OF RULES. 
Mr. MANN, of New York, moved to suspend 


the rules until one o’clock, for the purpose of 


| receiving petitions, excepting petitions for the 


| 
| 
| 


abolition of slavery in the District of Columbia; 
which was negatived. 


CAPTAIN NATHAN HALE. 


Mr. JUDSON, from the select committee on 
that subject, moved to take up the joint resolution 
in relation to the monument proposed to be erect- 
ed to the memory of Captain Nathan Hale, for 
the purpose of reading it a second time by its 
title, and committing it; which was agreed to. 

The resolution was then read a second time, 
when Mr. JUDSON moved that it be committed 
to the Committee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union, 

Mr. VINTON moved to commit the resolution 
to a Committee of the Whole House. He dep- 
recated the practice of sending ordinary matters 
to the Committee onthe state of the Union. He 
was not opposed to the present resolution, but 
had made the motion to refer it to a Committee 
of the Whole House, in order, if possible, to 
arrest the improper practice to which he had re- 


Mr. JUDSON adverted to the patriotic charac- 
ter of the resolution, and urged the propriety of 
the motion which he had submitted. He regret- 
ted that the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. Vinton] 
should have selected this resolution as the occa- 
sion upon which to oppose what that gentleman 
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considered an improper practice which had ob- 
| tained in reference to the mode of proceeding 


upon measures before the House. 

Mr. EVANS coincided in the remarks of the 
gentleman from Ohio. In the present instance, 
he contended that it was incompetent for the gen- 
tleman from Connecticut (Mr. Jupson] to submit 
this motion, under the authority of the select com- 
mittee raised on the subject referred to. The 
committee had reported. Their functions had 
therefore ceased. 

The hour devoted to morning business having 
expired, the Chair announced the special order, 
being the bill for the relief of 

SUFFERERS BY THE FIRE IN NEW YORK. 

On motion by Mr. CAMBRELENG, the House 
then resolved itself into the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union, and took up the 
said bill. 

The question pending was the motion of Mr. 
Haron to strike out the first proviso in the first 
section, which is in the following words: 

Provited, That those who are within the provision of 
this section, but who may have paid their bonds subsequent 
to the late fire, shall also be entitled to the benefit of this 
section, and that the said bonds shall be renewed from the 
day when the same were paid, and said payments refunded. 

Mr. GRAVES, who was entitled to the floor, 
addressed the committee at length in opposition 
to the bill, and in reply to Mr. Pattuws. Mr. G. 
maintained the ground that the principie involved, 
as to the relation between the Government and the 


| importer, was that of creditor and debtor, and not, 
| as the gentleman from Massachusetts argued, that 
| of principal and agent. 


The importing merchants 
had no more right to look for assistance in this 
misfortune than they had to their individual cred- 
itors. They knew all their risks and liabilities, 
and invariably made their profits in proportion 
thereto. Theargumentthatthe city of New York 
had paid between two and three hundred millions 
into the public Treasury, in no sense bore on the 
merits of the question, because the importer 
charged in proportion to what he paid, and the 
whole came from the pockets of the consumer. 
He should like to know how was the information 


| derived, that the loss in goods, property, books, 


pone &e., would amount to $25,000,000; and 
1 


ow the city could sustain herself under such an 
immense loss, and yet be prostrated, unless she 


' could get an allowance of interest upon four or 
| five millions? 


He contended that this bill was of 
a novel character, and the cases of Alexandria 
and Norfolk were not analogous, because in these 


| the actual sufferers only were relieved; whereas, 


in the present bill, its provisions were limited to 
merchants of the more wealthy class—those who 


_ had suffered loss to the amount of one thousand 


dollars and upwards. It proposed what was 
always objectionable, unequal legislation, leaving 
altogether unprovided for those who had as much 
claim upon the Government as any other citizens, 
and far higher claims on the ground of charity 
than the merchants. 

Mr. G. was above any sectional jealousy, or 
any prejudice against New York, though he had 
no desire to see concentrated in her a majority of 


| the trade and commerce of the country, but that 


it should be diffused among other large cities of 
the East. 

Mr. CUSHMAN said it appeared to him there 
were but two principles involved, first, whether 


| they ought to grant the relief solicited by the un- 


'| fortunate sufferers of the city of New York; and 


| next, whether it was expedient todo so? The 
| question of expediency had been much discussed, 
| and it had been argued that the bill was without 


| precedent. 


This was not so; and he instanced 
thie case of Portsmouth, New Hampshire, where, 
under similar circumstances, relief of the same 
character had been extended by Congress. He 
then cited*the case of Portland, Maine, which in 
the early days of the Government had been de- 
stroyed by a cruel and vindictive foe. This of- 
fered a precedent why the motion to strike out 
this proviso should prevail; for the Continental 


| Congress struck outa similar prayer on the ground 


that it would then be establishing a dangerous pre- 


| cedent, and placing the Government in the situa- 


tion of underwriters. He could not vote in favor 
of this bill, unless the motion now pending should 
prevail. He believed it not only wrong in prin- 
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ciple and in detail, so far as the first section was 
concerned, but unconstitutional, 

Mr. BROWN made an earnest appeal to the 
committee to act promptly onthe bill. He thought 
the class of suflerers referred to by the gentle- 
men from Kentucky and Rhode Island [Messrs. 
Graves and Pearce) were beyond the legisla- 
tion of Congress. 1t was not on that ground he 
should support the bill, though he was as sensi- 
ble to their sufferings and losses as any one else. 
That House had no power to relieve individual 
suffering. The provisions of this bill were not 
of that character, but merely proposed an exten- 
sion of credit on the bonds. Mr. B. gave his 
reasons at length in favor of the bill. 

Mr. PARKER was in favor of the bill, and 
would have even goue further, if possible, and 
given relief to any of the sufferers who were 
debtors to the Government, whether they had 
suffered by houses, land, merchandise, or any- 
thing else. He was in favor of any measure of 
relief within the limits of the Constitution. The 
distress consequent on the New York conflagra- 
tion had been felt through every portion of the 
mercantile community. Tle conceived the pre- 
sent bill to be entirely within the constitutional 
limits, for it proposed nothing more than an ex- 
tension of time to a suffering debtor, and he could 
not conceive it possible to make any further dis- 
crimination of classes of sufferers. He gave 
notice that he should propose an amendment to 
the bill when it was in order. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG said that the pending 
motion was an important one, being simply 
whether a merchant, having paid his bonds, 
should be placed on a worse footing than those 
who had not paid them. In order to meet the ob- 
jections of geutlemen to the pending question, he 
would offer an amendment. He said the money 
was notin the Treasury. No money was in the 
Treasury except such as was put there by war- 
rant at the end of each quarter. Any money in 
the hands of the -ollector could not be considered 
in the Treasury, and could be paid back to the 
merchants without the passage of a special law 
for that purpose. 

Mr. C. then moved to amend the proviso pro- 
posed to be stricken out by Mr. Hanoi, by the 
addition of the following words: ‘** If not pre- 
viously carried into the Treasury of the United 








States by a warrant.’’? Mr. C. hoped this amend- || 


ment would meet the object of the gentleman, 
and briefly replied to the arguments of that gen- 


tleman against the bill. He said, at a future ume || 
he should call the attention of the gentlemen of | 


the West to various bills in favor of their section 
of the country, which went a great way further 
than the present bill. 

Mr. HARDIN again opposed the bill at length; 
and cited various acts of relief heretofore passed, 
pointing out the variations in the provisions of 
those acts and the present bill. By the acts for 
the relief of Portsmouth and Norfolk, the credit 


was extended to only a year’s indulgence, and | 


its benefits were confined to the actual sufferers. 
Mr. H. also went into the proceedings on those 
acts, and urged his objections in detail to the pres- 
ent bill. He was strongly opposed to the clause 
relinguishing the interest, which he contended 
was in violation of the true spirit and intent of 
the Cunstitution. 


It was giving the importers of | 


New York a preference over the importing mer- | 


chants of Boston, Philadelphia, Baltimore, and 
other cities, conflicting with that clause of the 
Constitution which provided that all imposts, 
&c., “should be yniform through the United 
States.”’ 

He contended the money was in the Treasury 
the moment it was paid to one of the officers of 
the Government, whether collector, receiver, or 
a deposit bank. The provision he wes opposed 
to was neither more nor less than taking money 
out of the public Treasury, and lending it to an 
individual who had suffered by fire. The gen- 
tleman from Massachusetts [Mr. Patties} had 
referred to the allowance of drawbacks, but Mr. 
H. contended the principle of drawbacks did not 
meet this case. The allowance of drawbacks was 
within the legitimate powers of Congress, under 
the Constitution, to regulate commerce. New 
York enjoyed immense advantages from the 
amount of public money received there; and 
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instead of the Government being indebted to New 
York for collecting the revenue, she had been 
benefited not less than from twenty to twenty- 
five millions of dollars. She made from ten to 
fifteen cents on every dollar received there of the 


public revenue; and he drew the attention of the | 


committee to the great outlays already made, and 
proposed to be made, on the public works, the 
custom-house, fortifications, the navy-yards, &c., 


amounting to about five millions of dollars. The || 


bill proposed to place the Government in the 


character of an insurance office, but it went no 
If it could | 


be shown that any one of the great leading inter- | 


further than the wealthy merchant. 


ests of the country had been prostrated, he might 
then vote for it, but until that could be shown he 
should oppose it at every stage. Mr. H. alluded 


to instructions that had been sent on from some | 


of the large cities to their Representatives to sup- 
port the bill. He said, if a bill had been brought 
forward to refund the duty on packages unopened 
and not offered in the market, he would have 
gone for it. He referred to the appropriations 
proposed for the current year, which were already 
about four millions more than in former years. 
sesides these, there was to be a special appro- 
priation for the inerease of the Rawg to the 
amount of about six millions four hundred thou- 
sand dollars. 

Mr. WISE explained, that the Committee on 
Naval Affairs had come to a resolution to fill up 
the blank in that bill with $2,000,000. 

Mr. STORER moved that the committee rise. 
Agreed to—ayes 82, noes not counted. 


The committee accordingly rose; and the chair- | 


man having reported progress, 


Mr. CAMBRELENG moved that the bill be 


again made the special order at one o’clock to- | 


morrow, which was agreed to; and then, 
On motion by Mr. HOWELL, the House ad- 


journed, 


IN SENATE. 
Tuurspay, February 18, 1836. 


Mr. BENTON presented the petition of Wil- 
liam H. Bell, of North Carolina, a captain in the 
Ordnance Department, and now in the city of 


Washington, stating that he has made some val- |! 
uable improvements in the firing and pointing of | 


cannon, and proposing that the Government shall 
have the advantage of his improvements on terms 
that may be just to himself; which was referred 
to the Committce on Military Affairs. 

Mr. BENTON also presented the petition of 


John H. Jacocks, late inspector of the customs | 


for the 


ort of New Haven, praying to be com- 
pensate 


merce, 


Mr. TIPTON presented the petition of Charles | 


O. Ermertinger; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Military Affairs, 

Mr. WALL presented the resolutions of the 
General Assembly of the State of New Jersey, 
approving the course of the Executive in relation 
to our recent difficulties with France, and in- 


_ Structing the Senators, and requesting the Repre- 


/ sentatives of that State in Congress, to vote for | 


such appropriations for national defense as may 


L GLOB 


for extra services performed by him; | 
which was referred to the Committee on Com- | 


] 








| be necessary to sustain the honor and dignity of | 
| the United States. 


The time had passed (Mr. Watt said) when | 
it would be necessary for him to make any obser- | 


vations on the subject of these resolutions. 


He 


would, therefore, merely move, that the resolu- | 


tions be read, printed,-and laid on the table; 
which motion was agreed to. 
REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 


Mr. McKEAN, from the Committee on the 
Contingent Fund, to whom was referred the res- 


olution submitted by Mr. Souruarp, providing | 


that **so much of the resolution of the 14th April, 
1834, as makes the execution of any order of the 
Senate for the printing of documents for its use 
depend upon a similar order of the House, be re- 
scinded,’’ made a special report thereon; which 
was ordered to be printed. 

Mr. BENTON, from the Committee on Mili- 


tary Affairs, to which had been referred a reso- | 


lution of the Senate instructing them to inquire 
into the expediency of establishing a depot of 


| 





| 
| 


E. 


| ject on the table. 
| state of our relations with France rendered the 
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arms and munitions of war on the frontiers of 
Missouri, made a report, accompanied by a bill 
making an appropriation for that ebject. 

The bill was read, and ordered to a second 
reading; and the report and papers were ordered 
to be printed. 7 

BILL INTRODUCED. 


Mr. McKEAN, in pursuance of notice given, 
asked and obtained leave, and introduced a bil] 
to authorize Daniel Tyler, of Pennsylvania, to 
import, free from duty, an iron canal passage 
boat, in detached parts, with the necessary ma- 
chinery, tools, and working utensils therefor; 
which was read twice, and referred to the Com- 
Mittee on Finance. 

WILLIAM THORP. 
Mr. GOLDSBOROUGH presented some addi- 


| tional documents in support of the claim of Wil- 
| liam Thorp; which were referred to the Committee 
on Military Affairs. 


RESOLUTIONS. 
Mr. PRESTON submitted the following reso- 


| lution; which lies on the table one day: 


Resolved, That the Committee on the Library be instructed 


| to inquire into the expediency of purchasing the library of 


the late Count Bourtourlin, at Florence, for the Library of 
Congress. 

Mr. BLACK submitted the following resolu- 
tion; which lies on the table one day. 

Resolved, That the expenses incurred during the last 
Congress in the taking of testimony by order of the Com- 
mittee on Public Lands, in relation to frauds said to-have 
been committed in the sales of the public lands, be paid 
by the Seerctary of the Senate, as certified by the late chair- 
man of that committee. 

REPORTS DISPOSED OF. 

The reports of the Committee on Revolutionary 
Claims, unfavorable to the petitions of the heirs 
of James Davis and Patience Babcock, were sev- 
erally considered; the first was agreed to, and the 
latter laid on the table. 

On motion by Mr. SWIFT, the report of the 


| Committee on Military Affairs, unfavorable to 


the petition of Captain Henry Smith, was con- 
sidered and concurred in. 
THE WABASH RIVER. 

The bill making an appropriation for the im- 
provement of the Wabash river was read the 
second time, and considered as in Committee of 
the Whole. 

Mr. HILL moved to lay it on the table; when 

Mr. HENDRICKS explained and advocated 
the bill in a speech of some length; after which 
it was ordered to be engrossed for a third reading. 

Mr. KING, of Georgia, gave notice that he 
would to-morrow ask leave to bring in a bill to 
provide for the opening of certain roads in the 
Territory of Florida. 

THOMAS RHODES AND JEREMIAH AUSTIN. 

A bill for the relief of Thomas Rhodes and Jere- 
miah Austin was, after some remarks from Mr. 
Kine, of Alabama, in its support, and from 
Messrs. Ropinson and Davis, in opposition to it, 
laid on the table, on Mr. Kine’s motiori. 

NATIONAL DEFENSE. 

Mr. Benton’s resolution for appropriating the 
surplus revenue to national defense was taken up 
as ihe special order. 

Mr. ROBBINS addressed the Senate ina speech 
of some length in opposition to the resolution; 
and, after he had concluded, 

Mr. CALHOUN moved to lay the whole sub- 
The change (he said) in the 


resolutions unnecessary, and the appropriations 
for national defense would more appropriately be 
made in the general appropriation bills. 

Mr. BENTON said, as this motion was to put 


| a final conclusion to the debate, he would ask for 
| the yeas and nays; which were accordingly or- 


dered, and the question was taken and deeided in 
the negative—yeas 15, nays 23; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Black, Calhoun, Clay, Crittenden, Davis, 
Ewing of Ohio, Goldsborough, Kent, Knight, Leigh, Moore, 
Naudain, Porter, Swift, and Tyler—15. 

NAYSMessrs. Benton, Brown, Buchanan, Clayton, 
Ewing of Illinois, Hendricks, Hill, Hubbard, King of Ala- 
bama, King of Georgia, Linn, McKean, Morris, Niles, 
Prentiss, Robbins, Ruggles, ‘Tallmadge, Tomlinson, Wall, 
Webster, White, and Wright—23. 

The question was then taken on Mr. Grunpy 's 
amendment to strike out the word ‘ surplus, 
so as to leave the contemplated appropriation to 
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